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Irbid 9 Jerash|celebrate Karameb victory 


C RBID ( Petra) — Celebrations woe held Saturday by the Education 
D^artmeot m IiMd under the patronage of His Royal Highness Crown 
Frrace Hassan oh die oc c asi on of the 19th anniversary of the Karameh 
° a ™ c “ which the Jordanian Aimed Forces repulsed an Israeli assault 
across River Jordan, and achieved a decisive victory. In the Irfajd 
celebrabom, Minister of Education Tbookan AI Hindawi was deputsed 
bv the Crown Prince. During the edeotauons, held at Yasmonk 

— which sho 

«MusBi made by the Armed Forces in oeteace ot the Arab 
nanoiL s Ai» on Saturday Minister of Information Mohammad AJ Khatib, 

deputising for Prime Minister Zaid Rjfai, patronised a festival held on this 

occasion u Jera& Mrl Kha rib delivered a speech hailing the leadership of 
Hb Majesty King Hussein and praised the role played by the Armed 
Forces. 

Md t d story on page 3 



An inde 


V*»s .tt 


it-. 


Katyusha hits Israeli settlement 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A Soviet-designed Katyusha rocket landed 
near a settlement along Israel's northern border, an army 
spokesman said Saturday. One woman suffered shock and 10 
others were slightly wounded from the force of the blast, said the 
spokesman. The spokesman said the rockets fell Friday evening in 
the western Galilee region but refused to identify the settlement. 
Last week commandos fired Katyusha rockets at Israel's settle- 
ments. On Friday, three Israeli warplanes attacked an abandoned 
Palestinian naval base south of (he port city of Sidon in South 
Lebanon. The building once served as a training base for the 
mainstream Fateh group of the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion. In another incident Friday, two Israeli soldiers were slightly 
wounded when a roadside bomb exploded as their patrol passed 
by. The bomb was planted on a road near the mainly Christian 
vUlagie of Bent Jbail four kilometres north of the Israeli border. 
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GNP registers JD 68.2m increase; Muasher 
explains measures to encourage investment 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's In a television interview on enjoy all benefits available for imposed on national industi 


Cabinet meets 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
, held an ordinary session on Satur- 
- day under the chairmanship of 
’"'S ---Prune Minister Zaid Rifai. The 
<i ■ session discussed a number of 
top*® its agenda and took de- 
osions regarding them. The ded- 
. . -C sons taken, include approval of a 
draft budget for the he a l th insur- 

- ance fund for the current year. 

"■ -, The Cabinet, upon recommenda- 

tions of the investment en- 
couragement committee, decided 
'to exempt a number of economic 
projects from certain fees. 

Rifai meets 
i Sharif Zaid 

S AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Mink . 

- '-i.\ ter and Defence Minister Zaid 

-7^ Rifai on Saturday met with 
- . 7; Armed Forces Commander-m- 
../•V.7 Chief ' General Sharif Zaid Ibn 

• 7 ' Shaker. The Jordan New Agen- 
7-;cy, Petra, which reported the 
.. .77 talks, gave no details about the 

, : meeting which took place at the 

’. .' 7:7 Armed. Forces General Head- 
' quarters. 

Holiday declared 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
observe AI lsra’a Wal MTraj Day 
-..-•(the anniversary marking the 
' Prophet Mohammad’s nocturnal 
journey and ascension to heaven) 
on Thursday. A statement issued 
v.~ by the Prime Ministers office on 
' ^Saturday said that all government 
. .' departments and public mstitn- 
'7 tians would remain dosed on that 
* 7 day. On die occasion, the Mims- 
. try of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
.'7.' normally holds special cere- 

monies in various mosques of the 

Kingdom. ... 

• Ji Faiid heading for 

Britain and France 

77 RABAT (R) — Saudi Arabia’s' 
‘ 7. 17 King Fahd left Fez in central 
■ , 77 Morocco Friday night for Tangier 

* ; •; in the north after a three-day 
; ■“ private, visit, the official news 

- 7 agency MAP said Saturday. Di- 

- j~; plomatic sources said the Saudi 
•" •7 monarch was on his way to 

- France and Britain. He is due in 
London Monday for an official 
... writ. He arrived in Morocco on 
Thursday after a 24-hour official 
visit to neighbouring Algeria and 
. during Us stay in Fez had two 
rounds of talks with King Hassan. 

;i Soviets reportedly 
set op ‘listening 
) posts’ in Iran 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Soviet 
Union has installed two listening 
stations in Iran to monitor activ- 
ity in the Gulf, the Gulf states 
and Pakistan and gave 200 mis- 
siles to Iran in exchange, accord- 
ing to a report broadcast Friday. 
The ABC television network, cit- 
ing two unidentified sources, re- 
ported that the listening stations, 
equipped with special antennas 
and radar, had been installed in 
the past several months. The sta- 
tions, used to monitor military 
mo vem ent and communications, 
.are similar to those installed by 
the United States in Iran 

Raimond begins 
visit to Oman 

MUSCAT (R) — French Foreign 

Minis ter Jean-Bemard Raimond 

began a three-day visit to Oman 
on Saturday aimed at strengthen- 
ing relations between Muscat and 
Paris. In an interview given in 

i Paris before he left and published 

! here in the local press, Mr. 

1 Raimond said he would have 
talks with Sultan Qaboos Ibn Said 
and Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Yousuf Ibn Alawi IbnAb- 
i dnUah- 
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Bombs explode in Beirut 
amid reports of Syrian 
plan to deploy in Sidon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Two bombs went off 
overnight in Syrian-policed west Beirut and a 
trackload of explosives believed destined for 
extremist attacks was seized in Lebanon’s 
southern port dty of Sidon, police said 
Saturday. 


Beirut’s independent newspap- 
er An Nahar, meanwhile, said the 
United States was pressing Leba- 
non to pay a debt of $150 milli on 
incurred by U.S. arms sales to the 
-Lebanese army. 

A police statement said toe 
bomb blasts in west Beirut’s re- 
sidential districts of Sanayeh and 
Karakol Druze inflicted damage. 
But no casualties were reported. 

The explosions brought to five 
the number of bomb attacks in 
west Beirut since 7,500 Syrian 
soldiezs backed by 100 tanks de- 
ployed in the capital’s mainly 
MnsKm western sector Feb. 22 to 
quell week-long factional dashes 
that killed 300 people and wound- 
ed 1300 . 

The Sunni Muslim Popular 
Nasserite organisation militia 
confiscated a trade load of anti- 
personnel and anti-tank mines in 
Sooth Lebanon’s provincial capit- 
al of Sidon, according to police. 

The group said in a statement 
the truck’s unnamed driver “was 
arrested and testified that toe 


load was to be used in sabotage 
attacks in the dty,” the third 
largest in Lebanon with an esti- 
mated population of 250,000. 

Troops of toe regular Lebanese 
army tightened security arrange- 
ments at toe northern entrance to 
Sidon after the explosives were 
seized. They were thoroughly 
frisking motorists and pedes- 
trians, Sidon-based reporters 


The development followed a 
Lebanese magazine report that 
Syria {dans to deploy troops in 
and around Sidon by the end of 
ApriL 

Ash Shiraa, the weekly that 
first reported secret American 
arms sales to Iran, on Friday 
quoted the chief of Syria’s milit- 
ary intelligence in Lebanon, Bri- 
gadier Ghazi lftmaan as saying 
Syrian troops “will reach toe 
Za hrani oil refinery south of 
Sidon at the end of ApriL” 

Brig- Kansan, coordinator of 
the Syrian army’s deployment in 
west Beirut, disclosed the plan to 


expand south at a recent meeting 
of security officers, toe magazine 
said. It did not elaborate. 

There has been speculation 
that Israel considers toe Awali 
River just north of Sidon a “red 
line” beyond which the Syrian 
army in Lebanon should not go. 

If accurate, the magazine re- 
port would place the Syrian army 
10 kilometres south of the alleged 
red line. Zahrani is 50 kilometres 
north. 

In another development, the 
father of a French hostage under 
death threat arrived in Beirut on 
Saturday to plead for bis son’s life 
as two other kidnapped French- 
man completed their second year 
as captives. 

Marc Norman din, 58, arrived 
in Beirut's mostly Christian east- 
ern sector on a “personal and 
strictly individual initiative” to 
try to save his son, Jean-Louis 
Nor mandie , 35, a lighting en- 
gineer with France's Antenne-2 
television station, a French 
embassy spokesman said. 

Revolutionary Justice, a group 
believed made up of pro-Iranian 
extremists, has threatened to kill 
the younger Normandin by next 
Tuesday unless toe French gov- 
ernment clarifies its policies on 
terrorism and arms supplies to 


Iraq. 



Gen 

‘all pending points’ with Syria 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — En- 
voys of Lebanon’s President 
Amin Gemayel Saturday ended 
their ninth round of talks with 
Syrian leaders on a blueprint to 
end Lebanon’s 12-ycar-oId cavil 
war with officials reporting “good 
and substantial progress.” 

“All the pending points have 
been solved, including toe issue 
of Lebanon’s relations with Syria 
and the fixing of a date for the 
ending of political sectarianism in 
Lebanon,” said the sources, who 
spoke bn condition they were not 
named. 

The only outstanding issue is 
how much power will be wielded 
by the Lebanese president, tradi- 
tionally a Maronite Catholic, in 
the future, the sources added. 

The talks were conducted be- 
tween Mr. Gemayel’s three 
closest aides and Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk AI Sharaa and 


WAFA 

disputes 

reported 

Arafat 

statement 

TUNIS (R) — The Palestinian 
news agency WAFAhas disputed 
a Reuter report of an interview 
with Yasser Arafat in which he 
said the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) must partici- 
pate in any Middle East peace 
conference but implied PLO offi- 
cials need not attend. 

PLO representation at the 
proposed U-N.-sponsored con- 
ference is a key issue, with Israel 
and the United States refusing to 
talk to PLO officials. 

' WAFA said Friday night the 
Reuter report contained errors 
and published excerpts from toe 
intexview but not remarks by Mr. 
Arafat, the PLO chairman, im- 
plying that PLO officials need not 
attend. 

In the taped interview at his 
Tom headquarters on Monday, 
Mr. Arafat was asked who would 
be in the PLO delegation. He 
contradicted answers offered by 
aides present that representation 
would simply be “the PLO.’ 1 ' 

“No, not the PLO. Why say 
toe PLO? It is not necessary to 
say toe PLO... I am against this 
answer,” he said in English. 

This was • omitted from ex- 
cerpts .pnbtisbed by WAFA, 
winch said toe Reuter report con- 
tained emus.' 


Syria’s military intelligence chief 
in Lebanon, Brigadier Ghazi Ka- 
naan. 

The three Lebanese, former 
Foreign Minister Etie Salem, 
military intelligence chief Simon 
Kassis and presidential legal 
adviser Nicolas Nasr, left tor 
Beirut Saturday. 

They arrived in Damascus 
Thursday for their ninth session 
with the Syrians since January. 

The Syrian-proposed blueprint 
has already Been endorsed by 
Lebanon's Muslim leaders, who 
are backed by Syria. 

Mr. Gemayel had earlier been 
reported as having reservations 
about proposals that would re- 
duce toe Christians’ traditional 
domination of Lebanon's govern- 
ment, legislature, army and 
judiciary. The text erf toe Syrian 
plan has not been published. 

But Lebanese press reports 


have stated that the proposed 
reforms would strip the president 
of his power to veto cabinet 
decisions and to nominate prime 
ministers, who by tradition are 
Sunni Muslims. 

Lebanon’s estimated 1.9 mil- 
lion-strong Muslim majority is 
demanding an equal share of 
power with the country’s 1.1 mil- 
lion Christians, who have held 
power since independence from 
France in 1943. 

Damascus also sent 7,500 
troops into west Beirut Feb. 22 to 
end the militia anarchy and fac- 
tional fighting. 

The image of Syria’s west 
Beirut security plan has been 
boosted by the release of two 
Saudi Arabians within three days 
but the two events were not 
closely linked, sources quoted by 
Reuter said. 


Carter arrives in Syria 
seeking help over hostages 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — For- 
mer U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
arrived in Damascus on Saturday 
on a key stage of his five-nation 
Middle East tour amid reports 
that be might ask Syria to help 
win the release of American hos- 
tages in Lebanon. 

He flew in from Cairo, where 
he accused the Reagan adminis- 
tration of being less committed 
than his own to toe Middle East 
peace process. 

Mr. Carter, greeted at Damas- 
cus airport tty Foreign Minister 
Farooq AI Sharaa, toW reporters 
he repbed. “I am not here carrying 
President Hafez AI Assad to dis- 
cuss Middle East, Lebanese and 
Palestinian issues. 

His 16-day tour, winch started 
with a visit to Algeria, will also 
take Mr. Carter to Jordan and 
Israel. 

MriCarter said in Cairo he was 
not directly involved in talks to 
free the hostages but would dis- 
cuss their fate with President 
Assad and meet people in Syria 
who ' have information about 
them. 

Mr. Carter was asked whether 
his folks into Mr. Assad will 
cover the hostages. 

"Yes, but I don’t know what 
form they (toe talks) wffl take,” 
have proved the validity of Syria's 
any message from my govern- 
ment but m certainty rage 
President Assad, if and when he 
has any information about the 
hostages, to add his influence to 
seek their release.” 

Twenty-four hostages, includ- 


ing eight Americans, are missing 
; in Lebanon, claimed by extremist 
groups to be in their custody. 

Mr. Carter said on Wednesday 
that he was going to have talks 
with “some people in Syria who 
might have new information” ab- 
out the hostages. 

On .his controversial remarks 
about Mr. Reagan, Mr. Carter 
said in reply to reporters’ ques- 
tions Saturday that “7 am not 
surprised” by White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater’s 
criticism. 

Ktzwater said on Friday that 
the former president erred in 
accusing Mr. Reagan of resorting 
to military rather than diplomatic 
solutions in foreign policy dis- 
putes (See page 2) 

Mr. Carter said Saturday: “The 
evidence is very convincing that 
in my own time in office and that 
of Presidents Ford and Nixon, 
there was a constant and an un- 
swerving commitment to the Mid- 
dle East peace process... that 
particular commitment has been 
missing in the last six years,” he 
said. 

A few hours before Mr. Car- 
ter’s arrival, Damascus Radio 
said the Reagan administration's 
policy in the Middle East was 
“purely Israeli, not American.” 

“The remarks made by a lead- 
ing American figure (Mr. Carter) 
hae proved toe validity of Syria’s 
thinking,” the radio said, adding: 
’’Washington has lost the posa- 
• of handling toe Middle East 
>Iem as a fair arbitrator or 
mediator.” 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's 
gross national product (GNP) 
rose to JD 1,917.4 million in 
1986, registering an increase of 
JD 68.2 milli on over the 1985 
figures, according to a statistical 
bulletin issued by the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Saturday. 

The bulletin said that 1985 fi- 
gures stood at JD 1,849.2 million. 

Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, in a 
television interview on March 14, 
said that the GNP increased in 
1986 by 3.7 per cent and gave 
other particulars about Jordan’s 
economic progress which, he 
said, came as a direct result of the 
government’s measures intro- 
duced in toe past year. 


In a television interview on 
Saturday, Minister of Industry 
and Trade Rajai Muasher said 
that the government, ance its 
inception, had worked diligently 
to create a suitable investment 
climate and ensure its continua- 
tion in Jordan. 

For this reason, be said, the 
government enacted new laws 
and worked out regulations for 
stimulating the economic sector 
and lately drew up a law for 
encouraging investment which 
provides for additional exemp- 
tions for investors. In addition, 
he said, the government has been 
encouraging non-Jordanian Arab 
citizens to invest in Jordan and 


enjoy all benefits available for 
Jordanians. To move ahead with 
its programme, toe government is 
enlisting the help of local b anks 
and financial institutions which 
can provide finance to major pro- 
jects m the Kingdom, the minis- 
ter said. 

To ensure continued coopera- 
tion between the private and toe 
public sectors the government has 
set up an economic advisory 
council which is entrusted to 
work out the basic framework for 
economic investments and also 
the strategy of the mutual rela- 
tionship between the two sectors. 
Dr. Muasher added. 

The minister referred to duty 


imposed on national industrial 
products and said that this duty 
had to be imposed on products 
for which the government had 
provided protection, and toe 
additional revenue was needed by 
the treasury and was seen as 
compensation for the loss of re- 
venue that would have otherwise 
accrued as a result of imports of 
foreign products. 

The minister said Jordan faced 
two problems, making available 
foreign funds to finance imports 
and exports and toe problem of 
unemployment. To deal with the 
two issues, be said, the country 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraq says 
Iranian 
‘decisive’ 
year ended 
in failure 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s media 
said Saturday Iran’s promised 
year of decisiveness in toe Gulf 
war had ended in defeat for 
Tehran, but warned of a possible 
new Iranian offensive. 

Iran had failed to live up to its 
pledge to gain a decisive break- 
through in the 616-year war in the 
Fen ia n year ending Saturday, 
they said. 

A front-page editorial in the 
Defence Ministr y newspapers AI 
Qadistya, said: “Today the year 
of decisiveness announoed by our 
enemy is ending with a decisive 
victory in onr favour.” 

Iraq, it said, had crashed 40 
Ir anian divisions over the past 
three months in repulsing 50 
attacks along the l,18u-kflometre 
warfront. 

The Arabic daily gave no 
casualty figures. But the head of 
the Defence Minispy’s political 
department, Major-General 
Abdul Jabbar Muhsen, earlier 
this month pnt Iranian casualties 
-at 250,000 kflled and wounded (fee 
refarted story on page 2) 

Iranian forces, trying to break 
an apparent war stalemate, laun- 
ched a major drive last December 
towards the southern port of Bas- 
ra, Iraq’s second dty with one 
million people. 

The Iranian offensive captured 
some Iraqi territory and took toe 
front line to within 10 kilometres 
of Basra, where residents on 
Saturday reported all was quiet at 
the front. 

AI Qadistya and AI Thawra 
newspapers both warned of a 
possible new Iranian offensive. 
‘The (Iranian) clique is trying to 
gather what remains of its forces 
to send them to their deaths at 
the hands of Iraqi troops, despite 
knowing it is a hopeless cause,” 
said Al Qadistya. 

Banners went np in the streets 
of Baghdad and other Iraqi cities 
on Saturday as the government 
organised celebrations. 


Jordanian plans pan- Arab TV 
broadcasts by end of this year 


By John Rice 
The Associated Press 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
businessman said Saturday he 
plans to launch a pan-Arab televi- 
sion network by toe year’s end, 
relaying educational and cultural 
programmes by satellite through- 
out toe Arab World. 

Ziad Mango said by telephone 
from his office in Britain that 
programmes would be bounced 
off two satellites launched in 1985 
by the Arab Satellite Organisa- 
tion (Arabsat) to existing nation- 
al television stations. 

His Development- Office Co., 
an offshore holding company 
with a presence in Jordan, last 
year leased six.transponder chan- 
nels on 'the satellites. 

He said he hoped to complete 
agreements for t ransmissi on fad- 
lities by toe end of April with 


Jordan, Tunisia and Morocco. 

Technical trial broadcasts will 
start in summer, he said, and 
limited programmes are to start 
in October, with full operation 
scheduled for Dec. 1. 

Eventually, he said, toe com- 
pany plans to relay programmes 
directly to viewers equipped with 
small antenna dishes, beginning 
with material aimed at schools 
and universities. 

“We will be broadcasting large 
amounts of programming in the 
daytime, when most television 
corporations don't broadcast,” 
said Mr. Mango. 

Plans call for t ransmissi ons 
from 8:30 to 1230 a.m. and from 
2:30 to 5 p.m. local time for each 
country, with the emphasis on 
“educational and training mate- 
rial,” Mr. Mango said. 

His broadcasting company, 
Arab Spacescene Corp., has not 


yet signed agreements with any 
country. “But we’ve talked to a 
large number of them and they 
are very happy to go ahead ana 
receive programmes because, 
really, they need material,” Mr. 
Mango said. 

He indicated 12 countries have 
expressed serious interest and 
said eight were needed to make 
toe project financially viable. He 
declined to name toe countries 
with which he said he was nego- 
tiating. 

Mr. Mango said his company 
has either contracted or obtained 
options on about 15,000 hours of 
prog ramming , which will be dub- 
bed into Arabic, and that it hopes 
to produce about 45 per cent of 
its own material within five years. 

Total programme expenditure, 
including original and dubbed 

(Continued on page 3) 


Algerian leader pledges continued 
efforts to end Iran-Iraq conflict 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Alge- 
rian President Chadh Bcnjedid 
said his country would continue 
efforts to mediate an end to toe 
Iran-Iraq war, the Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) reported from 

Algiers. 

The agency quoted him Friday 
night as saying in an interview 
Algeria had played a pioneering 
rede in efforts to settle differences 
b e tween toe two countries. 

“Algeria is working silently 
away from publicity and mil pur- 
sue its efforts to convince both 
warring parties to sit at the nego- 
tiating table,” he told KUNA. 

He called for collective efforts 
to end the 6 Vi-year-old war, 
adding that Algeria was also 
seeking to invite the presidents of 
Iran and Iraq to Algiers. He 
would not speculate on whether 
they woold accept an invitation, 

bowevv.-. 

Algeria, which successfully 
mediated for release of 50 hos- 
tages held at the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran in 1980,- emerged as the 
most qualified party for mediat- 


ing an end to the Gulf war, now 
in its seventh year. 

Algerian good offices received 
a setback when Algerian Foreign 
Ministe r Mohammad Ibn YeMa 
was killed in an aircraft crash 
while on his way to Tebran in 
1981. _ 

Mr. Bcnjedid also said his 
country could not side with Iraq 
against Iran because this would 
make dialogue with the two coun- 
tries harder. 

’T don't think the war would 
come to an end if Algeria sided 
with a party against the other. 
Such a step would deprive us of 
the o ppo rtuni ty of dialogue at a 


time -when we work for the pre- 
servation of contact channels with 
all sides,” Mr. Benjedid told the 
board chairman of KUNA, 
Barges A! Barges. 

“We work out of a principled 
attitude that does not believe in 
ethnic alliances and does not 
sanction the acquisition of land 
by force,” he said. 

“Algeria should not be left 


alone in shouldering the brant of 
this task. Efforts by other parties 
are needed,” he said. 

Mr. Benjedid also said Arab 
leaders were unanimous on the 
need to hold an Arab summit 
once necessary conditions were 
met. 

On" relations with Egypt,* 
KUNA quoted him as saying 
Algeria was not planning to res- 
tore ties with Cairo uncon- 
ditionally. 

Algerian support for continued 
dialogue with Egypt did not mean 
restoring ties, he said. 

“It is difficult for Algeria to see 
Its flag hoisted alongside the 
Israeli flag in Cairo while the 
Palestinian people are still dis- 
placed and daily victims of mur- 
der,” be added. 

Mr. Benjedid urged Arab 
states to strengthen ties with Afri- 
can countries, saying: “We 
should not let the Africans feel 
that we to> not need them except 
when we have problems that re- 
quire support.” 


Thatcher sees Euromissiles 
behind new Soviet proposal 


TORQUAY, England (AP) — 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er said Saturday the deployment 
of U.S. nudear missiles in West- 
ern Europe had prompted toe 
Soviet Union’s recent weapons 
proposal. 

“We see the strength and re- 
solve of toe West beginning to 
reap its reward,” the British lead- 
er told an annual meeting of local 
Conservative Party activists in 
this southwest England resort. 

“It was toe deployment of 
cruise and Pershing missiles 
which brought the Russians back 
to the negotiating table,” Mrs. 
Thatcher said. "The lesson is 
dear firmness pays; strength is 
toe sorest foundation on which to 
work for peace.” 

NATO began deploying U.S. 
cruise and Pershing 2 nudear 
missiles in Britain and other 
European countries 'in 1983 in 
what was described as a response 
to a buildup of Soviet SS-2fe 
aim**! at Western Europe. 

Mrs. Thatcher flies to Moscow 
On Match 28 for a five-day visit, 
which comes a month after Soviet 
leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
proposed that toe United States 


and the Soviet Union reach 
agreement on eliminating their 
medium-range nudear missiles in 
Europe. 

In her prepared remarks to the 
Conservative Central Council, an 
influential group of local party 
activists, Mrs. Thatcher said she 
expected to discuss realistic goals 
on arms control with Mr. Gor- 
bachev. 

While not spelling out her posi- 
tion, she said, “when I go to 
Moscow to meet Mr. Gorbachev 
next week, my goal will be a 
peace based not on illusion or 
surrender, but on realism and 
strength.” 

Mr. Gorbachev’s aims propos- 
al does not require Britain and 
Fiance to eliminate their inde- 
pendent nudear arsenals, but 
Soviet officials have made it dear 
that British and French missiles 
must be taken into account at 
some stage of disarmament nego- 
tiations. 

Repeating a frequent theme, 
Mrs. Thatcher said nuclear 
weapons had kept the peace in 
Europe since toe mid of World 
War 0. 


1 killed, 25 hurt and many 
held in Egyptian clashes 


CAIRO (Agencies) — One per- 
son was kflled, 25 were injured 
and scores arrested in dashes 
caused by religious extremism in 
Egypt, police said Saturday. 

They said a woman was killed 
and two injured on Friday in the 
Nile Delta village of Shabasy Al 
Shohada when Muslim militants 
set ablaze seven houses, four of 
which -belonged to Christian 
Copts, after Friday noon prayers. 

The village is some 160 
kilometres north-west of Cairo, 
in an area where Egypt's Christ- 
ian minority live in small num- 
bers. 

Fony-eight people were 
arrested, including a parliamen- 
tary candidate from the left Un- 
ionist Progressive Party, when 
police dashed with toe militants, 
the Middle East News Agency 
said. 

It said toe candidate, Abdul 
Aziz Abu Hazb, exploited a dis- 
pute between a Muslim and a 
Copt over ownership of a piece of 
land to incite unrest. 

Police earlier reported the 
arrest of 30 Muslim militants in 
toe central Nile valley town of 
Sohag after a dash in which 11 


policemen and 12 demonstratoi 
were injured. 

Egypt’s interior minister to! 

the semi-official Al Ah ram dafl 

that the sectarian riots in soutli 
era Egypt were not provoked b 
foreign elements bnt were simp! 
individual, unplanned incidents 

In an interview, Zaki Badr tol 
Al Ahram that only 27 peopl 
remained under investigation on 
of 188 arrested after riots in to 
southern Egyptian towns of Beni 
Suef, Sohag and Deshna on Feb 
25-26. 

“Never," he said in reply to 
question as to whether there wa 
a foreign hand provoking intern* 
trouble and religious conflict. 

“No one exports terrorism t 
us, and no one exports sectariai 
strife and separation between to 
Muslim and Christian brothers 
Everything happened by Egyp 
dan hands and on Egyptian soil. 1 

In the aftermath of tire south 
era riots, which left a mosque an 
a church damaged by fire an 
Christian-owned shops looted 
columnists varned agains 
rumours, said to be spread b 
unnamed foreign parties seckin 
to inflame sectarian feelings. 
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Chad claims 786 Libyans killed, 
74 captured in f *st 72 hours 


N’DJAMENA (R) — Chad said Saturday its forces 
killed 402 soldiers and captured 74 in a second round 
of fi ghting Friday near the Ilbayn air base of Ouadi 
Doom in northern Chad. 


A statement from the militar y 
high command in the capital, 
N’Djamena, said government 
forces shot down two aircraft, 
including a trasnport helicopter, 
at the outpost of Bir-Koura, some 
45 kilometres south of the Libyan 
airfield. 

The announcement brings to 
786 the number of Libyan sol- 
diers reportedly killed in the last 
72 hours of fi ghting , which the 
communique described as “deci- 
sive and fierce/' 

President Hissene Habre’s 
tough desert fighters “entirely 
routed” two Libyan columns 
assigned to the protection of 
Ouadi Doum, according to 
Chad’s official radio. 

In an initial co mm ent, the 
radio likened this success to the 
major defeat inflicted on Libya 
on Jan. 2 at the key oasis of Fada, 
200 kilometres south east of 
Ouadi Doum. 

The. fighting around Ouadi 
Doum could be the prelude to a 
government offensive on Faya- 
Largeau, Mr. Habre’s home and 
the north’s largest town, which 
has been controlled by Libya 
since August 1983. 

Military analysts said fighting 
at Bir-Koura appeared to have 
given Chad control of Libya’s 


supply line to Ouadi Doum. 

They said Mr. Habre’s men, 
who launched a campaign late 
last year. to drive Libyan forces 
out of northern Chad, appeared 
to be trying to starve the Ouadi 
Doom base of supplies. 

On Friday, the N’Djamena 
government said its forces had 
killed 384 Libyan soldiers and 
captured 47 others when fighting 
broke out on Thursday at Bir- 
Koura. 

It also said an Italian-made 
Marchetti fighter aircraft was 
shot down. 

According to the latest militry 
communique, Chadian forces in 
Friday's encounter destroyed 14 
Soviet-made T-55 tanks, eight 
armoured personnel carriers and 
two jeeps equipped with ground- 
to-ground missiles. 

They seized a wide assortment 
of military equipment, including 
six T-55 tanks, and three jeeps 
mounted with guns, the state- 
ment said. 

‘Habre, Qadhafi to meet’ 

In Khartoum, a Sudanese 
newspaper reported Saturday 
that Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi has agreed to meet 
Chad’s president to seek an end 


to the fighting in that country. 

The independent daily AI Sias- 
sa said Col. Qadhafi and Mr. 
Habre have agreed in talks with 
Sudanese government emissaries 
“on the principles of dialogue and 
negotiations.” 

Neither Sudanese government 
officials nor spokesmen in Tripoli - 
or N'Djamena could be readied 
for comment on the report, which 
quoted “high-ranking political 
sources." 

Reached by telephone in the 
Chadian capital, Nureddin Sari, 
deputy chief of mission at the 
Sudanese embassy, said, “wtf 
have no knowledge about this ... 
the embassy in N'Djamena is not 
in the picture.” 

Civil war has raged in Chad 
since it gained independence 
from France in 1960. The Libyans 
have been involved directly for 
several years in the country's 
northern Aonzou Strip, just 
south of the Libyan border, 
which Col. Qadhafi claimed in 
1973 as part of his country. 

Sudanese Prime Minister 
Sadek Al Mahdi sponsored peace 
talks in Khartoum early this 
month, but a senior Chadian offi- 
cial said the negotiations col- 
lapsed on the first day. 

“The Libyan side came tothe 
negotiating table with the concept 
of solving a problem between 
Chadians,” said the official, who 
spoke on condition his name not 
be used. “The Libyans were of 


Khomeini appeals for Iranian unity 


LONDON (R) — Iran’s Ayatol- 
lah RuhoOah Khomeini called 
Saturday for unity in the country, 
particularly amongst its leaders, 
on the first day of the Iranian 
New Year. 

“Those living in this country, 
from whatever strata and tribe 
they may be, particularly those in 
charge, should... safeguard their 


fraternity and remain brothers,” 
Khomeini said in an address 
broadcast by Tehran Radio. 

Iran was at “a big sensitive 
juncture,” he said in his speech 
monitored by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC). 

“I beseech Almighty God to 
safeguard the unity among all 
Organs, between the Majlis (par- 


liament) and the government, be- 
tween the judicial power and 
other people and among all strata 
of the nation,” Khomeini said. 

While he did not mention 
Iran's 6Vk-year-okl war with Iraq 
directly, he said drat although the 
people had given martyrs, they 
had maintained their unity. 


Senate cites Gen. Secord for contempt 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — By 
unanimous consent, the Senate 
has approved a resolution to cite 
Richard Secord, a retired air 
force officer and key witness in 
the Iran-contra affair, for con- 
tempt of Congress. 


The action was a first step in 
compelling Gen. Secord to re- 
lease information regarding fore- 
ign bank records under his con- 
trol which could shed light on 
how money from the Iran arms 
sales may have been channelled 


to Nicaraguan contras. 

Last month, the Senate select 
committee investigating the Iran- 
contra affair ordered Gen. 
Secord to anoear before- it and 
produce those records or~sign~a 
waiver giving up his rights, 


Japanese books highlight Jewish conspiracy 


LONDON — The Jews are plot- 
ting to destroy Japan, as part of 
an international Jewish conspira- 
cy to take over the world, accord- 
ing to no less than a dozen books 
published in Japan in recent 
months. 

Japan’s poor economic per- 
formance last year — its worst for 
12 years — appears to have 
prompted a resurgence of Jewish 
conspiracy literature, with 
numerous books blaming Jews 
for the tougher financial climate. 

One of toe most popular anti- 
Jewish authors is Masami Uno, 
whose books sell by the hundreds 
of thousands, and who wrote 


recently that American Jews have 
begun “a targeted bashing of 
Japan.” He claims that American 
Jewry was responsible for die 
Lockheed bribery scandal, which 
brought down Prime Minister 
Kakuei Tanaka; for toe Great 
Depression; and for the rise of 
South Korea as an economic 
power. 

A report on the phenomenon, 
published in the Guardian Thurs- • 
day, added that Aisaburo Saito, a 
member of the Japanese Diet 
(parliament), had penned a 
volume entitled The Secret of 
Jewish Power to Control the 
World, while the top executive of 


McDonalds in Japan was re- 
sponsible for the curiously titled 
The Jewish Way of Blowing a 
MOfionarre’s Bugle. 

Abo selling well in die book- 
stores of Tokyo is Toni Kawa- 
jirfs Scenario for Annihilation 
which maintains that no more’ 
than 200,000 Jews could possibly 
have perished in Hitler's gas 
chambers. 

At most, 200 Jewish families 
live in Japan, and almost all of 
diem are foreigners; the Jewish 
community is said to be bewil- 
dered as to toe cause of this spate- 
of anti-Semitic verbiage — The 
Jerusalem Post. 


the opinion that there' is no 
problem between Libya and 
Chad.” 

Col. Qadhafi contends Mr. 
Habre is a usurper leading rebel 
forces against what he considers 
toe legitimate government, now 
led by tribal chieftain Acheikh 
Omar, whom Col. Qadhafi is 
supporting with more than 10,000 
troops. 

Al Siassa, the Khartoum news- 
paper, reported that CoL Qadha- 
fi and Mr. Habre wfll meet soon 
in the Sudanese capital. 

It quoted Ahmad Saad Omar, 
Sudan’s ambassador in Tripoli, as 
saying Mr. Habre had sent his 
interior minister to Algeria to 
meet with Mr. Goukouni Oned- 
dei, whom Mr. Habre ousted in 
1983 as Chad’s president. CoL. 
Qadhafi recognised Mr. 
Goukouni as president until last 
fall, when the Chadian backed 
out of the with most of 

toe troops loyal to him. 

The idea of meeting with Mr. 
Goukouni, Al Siassa reported, 
was to “unify Chadian factions 
prior to reaching a political agree- 
ment” to end toe fighting. 

The newspaper also quoted 
Sudan’s former Ambassador to 
N’Djamena, Al Tayeb Humaida, 
as saying Mr. Habre’s govern- 
ment had “shown understanding” 
about the recent “presence and 
withdrawal’ of Libyan troops in 
western Sudan. 

Iraq says 
Iran lost 
250,000 men 
in 3 months 

AMMAN (Petra) — Iraq’s 
Ambassador to Jordan Ghafel 
Jassem Hussein issued a state- 
ment in Amman on Saturday in 
which he said that toe Iranians 
have lost nearly one quarter of a 
million men, dead °? injured, in 
toe last three months along the 
batdefinmt. 

He said that the past two 
months ..witnessed some of the 
fiercest battle between toe Ira- 
nian, and- Iraqi foroes along the 
whole length of toe front, bat 
mainly in toe southern front. 

In his statement toe ambassa- 
dor said toat toe Iranian rulers 
had fixed a target, the end of the 
Persian year, for achieving a deci- 
sive victory in the war, “but the 
year is now over and die Iranians 
have achieved nothing despite 
their huge losses over the past 
seven years and despite the vast 
military hardware they brought ; 
into the battlefield. 

“The Iranian aggressors will : 
never achieve any success no mat- 
ter how long the war drags on, 
and the Iranian people will con- 
tinue to confront more sufferings 
and disasters as a result of the 
adventures of the rulers in 
Tehran,” toe statement said. 


White House 
disappointed 
by Carter’s 
criticism 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House has criticised for- 
mer President Jimmy Carter for 
highly critical comments he made 
about President Reagan’s polities 
in a speech in Cairo Thursday. 

Mr. Carter, who is cm a Middle 
East tour, denounced what he 
called the “missing leadership” in 
Washington and in sharply critic- 
al language faulted the president 
for lack of a forceful policy in 
the search for a Middle East 
peace. 

“I think we are deeply dis- 
appointed by his comments and if 
be wants to be helpful in foreign 
affairs, he might want to forgo 
criticisms of U.S. leaders while 
on foreign soil,” Presidential 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater told 
reporters Friday. 

Mr. Carter’s cr i t i ci sm of Mr. 
Reagan’s Middle East policy 
echoed comments made by many 
other former officials but it is 
unusual for former presidents to 
air such complaints , 

In his Cairo speech Mr. Carter 
said Mr. Reagan “is more in- 
clined to form a contra army to 
overthrow the Sandmistas (in 
Nicaragua) or inject the Marines 
into Lebanon or use American 
battleships to shell villages 
around Beirut” than to seek 
negotiated solutions in foreign 
policy disputes. 

Meanwhile in Moscow, an offi- 
cial Soviet newspaper quoted for- 
mer U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
Saturday as saying in an interview 
that he strongly opposed the 
Reagan adminrstranon’s “Star 
Wars” programme. 

“Why am I against Star Wars? 
First, it does not have anything in 
common with an anti-missile de- - 
fence. It is an offensive weapon, 
and only offensive,” Mr. Carter 

was quoted as saying in the youth . 

daily Komsomolskaya Pravda. 


Kuwait welcomes U.S. protection of 
Gulf shipping against Iranian attack 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait was 
reported Saturday to welcome 
U.S. navy protection of ml ship- 
ping against possible Iranian mis- 
sile attacks in toe Strait of Hor- 
muz, entrace to the Gulf. 

“If Washington is willing to 
protect international navigation 
to ensure the flow of oO to toe 
United States and its'frieads and 
allies, these will undoubtedly 
appreciate such protection,” the 
newspaper Al Qabas quoted an 
unidentified high official of the 
Defence Ministry as saying. 


own territorial waters,” he said 
The GCC groups Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, the United Azab 
Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar and 
Oman in as economic integration 
and collective defence pact 
Iran a ttpdrc commercial vessels 
in the southern neutral sector of 
toe Gulf in retaliation for Iraqi 
raids on tankers calling at the key 
Iranian Kharg Island ofl terminal 
at toe head of the waterway. 

Mr. Sobhi deplored raids on 
commercial vessels under this so- 
called “tanker war,” which is an 


“Kuwait is co mmi tted to the * offshoot of toe Iran- Iraq war that 
.defence of its own territory and broke out in 1980. 


the protection of its own borders. 
But there are (mtexnatfoaal) laws 
that govern navigation in interna- 
tional waters,” he said. 

The official echoed previous 
statement by Gulf leaders that 
defence of free navigation in Gulf 
international waters should be 
left to toe United States and 
other powers that import oil from 
tire region. 

He was commenting on U.S. 
officials* statements of commit- 
ment to toe protection of free 
flow of ofl through the Straits of 
Hormuz. 

The U.S. has informed Iran of 
its concern about Iran’s stationing 
of anti-ship missiles on toe shores 
of the Strait, of Hormuz. The 
U.S. navy has moved an aircraft 
carrier battle group to within 
range of toe missiles. 

Assistant Secretary-General of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), Ibrahim Al Sobhi, was 
meanwhile quoted as telling the 
Kuwaiti magazine Al Majales 
that protection of navigation in 
the Gulfs international waters “is 
not the responsibility of the GCC 
powers.” 

He insisted that the whole 
world move to fend off dangers 
impeding free d ri p ping in the 
Golf lanes. 

“The GCC countries will pro- 
tect shipping only within their 


He called for a coexistence 
formula between Iran and toe 
rest of toe Gulf countries once 
the war is over.” 

Kuwait and other Gulf states 
had some time ago asked 
Washington to help protect com- 
mercial shipping in toe Gulf 
against Iranian attacks, according 
to recent statements by U.S. offi- 
cials. 

The statements were made 
shortly after disclosure of Iran’s 
recent deployment of Chinese- 
built HY-2 missile s aimed at the 
Strait of Hormuz, sharpening ten- 
sions in the ofl-ricb region. 

In Washington , Iraqi Ambas- 
sador Nizar Hamdoon met Friday 
with a senior State Department 
official about U.S. efforts to stop 
the flow of arms to Iran. 

The meeting with Edward Der- 
winsJti came and its battle groups 
within range of Iran’s missile bat- 
teries aimed at the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

Mr. Derwinski, undersecretary 
of state-designate and a former 
Republican congressman, will be 
the new head of the State Depart- 
ment Office on Arms T ransf er*. 

A State Department official 
said his meeting with Mr. Ham- 
doon was part of Mr. Derwinski's 
job as head of “Operation 
Staunch,” toe programme for 
keeping arms out of Iranian 


hands. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition that he apt b e named, 
paid he had no further informa- 
tion on toe meeting. 

“Operation Staunch” k sepa- 
rate from the covert operation 
that was run from the White 
House by U.-Col Oliver North 
for selling arms to Iran. It has the 
opposite purpose: persuading 
U.S. allies not to sell arms to Iran 
and baiting private clandestine 
sales from this country. 

The United States is officially 
neutral in the war. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman told reporters he 
had nothing to say on any effort 
by other governments in toe area 
to get new weapons to counter 
Iran’s missiles. 

Mr. Redman said toe United 
States has informed Iran through 
toe Swiss government of its con- 
cern about the Iranian missiles, 
called HY-25 or Silkworms. They 
carry about 400 kilogrammes of 
explosives. He said he had no 
information about a reply. 

“These missiles raise the level 
of danger and risk to non-bellige- 
rents in toe war as they are a 
potential threat to international 
shipping," Mr. Redman said. 

U.S. officials, who refused to 
be quoted by name, said Thurs- 
day that navy vessels may soon 
start escorting cargo ships bound 
for Kuwait, an important oil sup- 
plier whose production is shipped 
through the strait. 

Iran and Iraq, both exporters 
of oil, have repeatedly attacked 
tankers belonging to neutral 
countries as part of their efforts to 
cripple one another's trade. Ira- 
nian attacks have been in- 
creasing. 

“It is well known toat we are 
committed to the free flow of oil 
through the Strait of Hormuz," 
Mr. Redman said. “We attach 
great importance to freedom of 
navigation in international wa- 
ters.” 


Reagan says Bosh expressed reservation on Iran arms sales 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President Reagan, buoyed by 
good reviews of his news confer- 
ence, plans his first foray to the 
political grassroots in months as 
part of a drive to buy the Iran 
scandal and restore confidence in 
his leadership. 

Meantime, the White House 
has moved to end a minor flap 
over Vice President George 
Bush’s position on Mr. Reagan’s 
Iran policy. 

Although the president said in 
response to a question on Thurs- 
day that' Mr. Bosh had not ob- 
jected to toe policy, his chief 
spokesman told reporters Friday 
Mr. Reagan did not intend to 
contradict Mr. Bush’s claim that 
he bad expressed reservations. 

“The president told me that the 
vice-president did express reserva- 
tions to him but always supported 
the policies and decisions,” said 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater. 

Mr. Bush, whose undeclared 
campaign for the 1988 Republi- 
can presidential nomination has 
been hmt by toe scandal, replied 
"that’s great” when told of the 


clarification. 

“I had no problem with what 
he (Reagan) said ... but with 
some of the (press) interpreta- 
tion,” he said. 

Mr. Reagan, secluded this 
weekend at his Camp David re- 
treat in rand Maryland, will visit 
Columbia, Missouri, next Thurs- 
day to promote his programme to 
make toe United Sates more 
competitive in world markets, the 
White House said Friday . 

It will be his first such trip since 
Ids secret poficy of setting arms to 
Iran burst into a major scandal 
last November with the disclosure 
toat some of toe profits were 
diverted to U.S.-backed contra 
rebels in Nicaragua. 

“The vice president bad ran 
said in the past where he made his 
reservations known and the presi- 
dent indicated they had not bear 
known to him,” said Democrat 
Senator Sam Nunn, toe chairman 
of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. “That did not mean 
he (Bush) bad not made reserva- 
tions known somewhere else. 

“So I drink Vice President 


Bush probably is going to have to 
speak to the subject again,” Sen. 
Nmm added during an appear- 
ance on the U.S. NBCTelevrson 
Network’s Today show. 

“The vice president is always in 
a yery. difficult position, in any 
drcmnstances, even without this 
controversy,” said Republican 
Representative Dick Cheney, 
vice chairman of the House com- 
mittee probing toe Iran affair. 

“If be challenges toe president- 
in policy meetings, disagrees with 
ten, he’s viewed as being dis- 
loyal,” Mr. Cheney said on die 
same show. “I don’t think this is 
any different for Vice President 
Bush.” 

The president, asked Friday at 
a proclamation-signing ceremony 
regarding Afghanistan whether 
he was satisfied with Mr. Bush’s 
advice, replied, “always have 
been.” 

At his news conference Thurs- 
day night, Mr. Reagan flatly de-, 
njedhe had been told of toe fund' 
diversion. Hie also said he would 
do things differently now to 
achieve the policy goals that led 


to the Iran scandal. 

“No, I would not go down that 
same road again," he said when 
asked if be would again sell arms 
to Iran in order to establish con- 
tact with moderate element", in 
Tehran and free U.S. hostages in 
Lebanon. 

•. While Mr. Reagan broke no 
new ground, supporters and cri- 
tics praised his performance in 
what was seen as a critical test. 

“Ronald Reagan was forth- 
coming, responsive and in com- 
mand of the facts," Senate Re- 
publican leader Robert Dole was 
quoted by an aide as saying. "The 
critics who were looking for 
ammunition came up with 

b lanks ." 

“As to style and whether he 
made any gaffes, he did very well,” 
Senate Democratic leader Robert 
Byrd of West Virginia told repor- 
ters. 

“But if the standard is subst- 
ance and facts, then I didn't find 
anything in this speech to encour-. 
age me," Sen. Byrd said. "It left 
me a bit heavy-hearted.” 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* An exhibition of painting* by Adrian 
Yahya at tbe Alia An Ga&exy, Jabal 
Amman. 1st Circle (until l«irdi 23). 

* An exhibition of photographs by 
French artists entitled “L'Otfl et 
L’OnriHe" at the French Cuhaial Cen- 
tre (until March 27). 

LECTURE 


* Professor Paul Anush, Fufixight 
Professor of English Literature at 
Aleppo University, Syria, will give a 
presentation in Arabic on the fite rat a rc 
of Arab immigrants in North America 
and its cross-cultural impact at 74)0 
p-m. at tbe American Centre. 

PLAY 

* “Arabic plays for children daily at 
10:00 a.m. and 3 J0 p.m. at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (until March 31). ' 

* Bernard Shaw's play entitled “Pyg- 
maiEon” presented by the students of 
the National Orthodox School at 8.-00 
p.m. at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(until March 24). 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Cornual .................. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641903 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cnhural Centre 62 4049 

Toffkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hays Aits Centre 6651% 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library ..... — 843555 

MUSEUMS 

“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum.” Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, pins a small planetarium at tbe 
Haya Arts Centre. Opes all week 9K10 
ajn. - I.-0O p.m. and 3'JO pun. - 6K» 
p.m. Gk»ed on Friday. 


Fofldore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
float Madaba and Jerash (4th to Iftb 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening bonce 9.00 ajn.-5 pan. 
Year-round. Td. 651760. 

Jar-dan Arefewolngfcal Museum: Has 
an excellent coDectioa of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Qal’a 
(Citadel HiH). Opening hours: 9.00 
aan.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 aum. to 4.00 pjn.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gafcry: Contains a 
Collection of paintings, w n w iiet, and 
sc u l p t ur es by contemporary Islamic 
artists from mast of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah, Jabal Luwdbdeh. Opening boon: 
104)0 amt. - 1 JO p.m. and 3 00 p.m.- 
6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. TeL 
630128. 

Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating flora Ihe Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports C5ty, Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 &.DL-4.00 pjn. 
Closed Saturdays. TeL 664240. 


CHURCHES 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, TeL 624590. 
fl m n4i of the a — nnriati— (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

De la Satie Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. TeL 661757. 
Tcmmnta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdefa, mass in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5 JO 
p.m. Tel: 622366 ’ 

Cbmdi oT the Amnmdatioo (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaB. TeL 623541. 
Angfican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, TeL 678906. 
Armenian CatboBc Church Ashrafich, 
TeL 771331- 

Armenian Orthodox Cbmxh Ashra- 
fieh, TeL 77S26L 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafiefa, Td. 771751. 

Amman Int cnia tfo Ufll CM (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmesani, TeL 

Era ytol Lmheran Ctareh Jabal 
Amman, 6th Ctnde. (Rev. N. Smir), 
TeL 811295. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information a supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen ASa Intcmabooal 
Airport TeL (08) 5320OS, where k 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


89 M Dubai. Abu D . _ 

0fc25 Jeddah (RJ) 

18*0 Kuwait (RJ) 

lfcf5 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1638 ....... — Cairo, Aqaba (RJ} 

lfc55 London (RJl 

1738 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:40 Athens (RJ) 

IMS Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ) 

1&85 Los Angeles. Chicago, Vienna 

(RJ) 

1&3S Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

19M Paris (RJ) 

19*0 Rome (RJ) 

01*0 Baghdad (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (TwmlJial 2) 

Kk25 Bucharest (RO 

0fc20 Frankfurt (LH 

86138 ... Larnaca, Amsterdam (KLM 

8848 Damascus. Paris (AF 

19:15 Damascus, Rome ( AZ 

]fc28 ...... Larnaca. Berlin (IF 

1238 Cairo (MS 

134)8 Tripoli (LN 

I3c30 Baghdad (IA! 

144» Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Musca 
(GF) 

14 M Jeddah 

ISM Kuwait 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

«£25 Bucharest (RO) 

894)8 — .. Beilin, Larnaca (IF) 

LL38 Cairo (MS) 

1L45 Kuwait (LN) 

I2J# ........7.............. BaehdadflAj 

1&38 Jedtoh(SV) 

1241 Muscat, Abu Dhabi, Bahrain 

l GF > ™ 

1345 Rowan (KU) 

144)0 Dubai (EK) 

1745 Athens, Damascus (OA) 

19:10 ... ........ Frankfort (LHj 


DEPASTURES „ 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

f feff , Aqaba (RJI 

1030 Tunis, Caiahlanca tRlj 

UM ...... Vienna, New York (RJ 

11 -to Athens WJ 

Ilgg Cairo (Rj 

19-38 Kuwait, Abu Dhabi 

2MW Knala Lumpur, Singapore (SJ 

21:10 BaAdadCRJ 

214W Jeddah (S-f 

21-15 Damascus (W 

■ZlilS 

Z240 Dubai, Muscat (RJ 

2200 Bangfcok(RJ 


PRAYER TIMES 


•*17 jg 

11:43 r.ZZZ..Z Dbtubr 

. I&10 'A sr 

1759 Maghreb 

19497 ‘Mm 

MONEY EXCHANGE 


Saturday rates 

Local seU/buy rates in Os ■ 

Belgian franc 88 45/. 89.6. 

Dutch gnflder 162.® 163.9 

French franc 553 / 55.8 

ftaliaatira 25.8/ 2 62 

Japanese yen (for 100) 7221 224.4 

Swedish crown 52.6/ 53.1 

Swiss franc 219.4/ 221.8 

U.fLsierimg pound... — 539.2/ 544.9 

U.S. dollar 336.8/ 339 3 

W. German mark 183.8/ 185.8 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by (Ac Pcpartmcat of 

Meteorology. 

It wfll be hazy and dry with 
of scattered thundershowers. Winds 
«iH be southeasterly moderate to 
flesh. In Aqaba, it wfll be hazy and 
partly cloudy, with dunces of scat- 
tered t hu nd en h o w en . Winds will be 
northerly mod e rate to fresh and calm 
sea. 

MinJmax. temp. 

Amman 4/19 

Aqaba 10/26 

Deserts 5/20 

Jordan Valley 12/24 

Yesterday's high iwiijw .ihiiiKj Am- 
man 17, Aqaba 23. Haamfity readings; 
Amman 26 per cent, Aqaba 20 jper 
cent. -: 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govenurate 891228 

Amman Cm] Defence 196. 199 

Gvfl Defence Irbid .... 271293. 273131 

ChrilDeCenceOuweistneb 770733 

CSvil Defence Drier Alla . — 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downt o w ners brigade .... 198 

Fuss aid — 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gvil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Potke rescue 192,621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic pofice 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Aha Iml. Airport (08)53330/60 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 

77311/19 

Radio Jordan 

774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 

...642311 

Hotel complaints 

... 660412 

Price complaints 

... 661176 

Telephone Information 

12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 

10 


17 

Repair service 

11 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity, J. Aum.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malb3S,J. Amman ..636140 

Palestine, Shmeisam ...... 664171/4 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

Uuvenity Hospital 845845/65 

AJ-Mnasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdab 666127/37 

M-AhH. Abdali 664164/6 

ItaSau, A!-Muhafieen 777101/3 

AI-Bashir, J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Anny.Marka 891611/15 

QoeenAfia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Smrirat 82131! 

Dr. Adel Dabdoub 778065 

Safam Pharmacy 636730 

Neiroukh Pharmacy 723672 

Saheb pharmacy 668056 

Khaia/ pharmacy 778653 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Hhmawi pharmacy 845375 

Ferdows pharmacy 787336 

TAXIS: 

Al Wafada taxi 641833 

Khaldonnxaxi 664888 

Bassamtaxi 811857 

Ahhtaxi 621127 

Hiram taxi 817411 

Bausemahtaxi 841120 

Bahrain taxi 773034 

Masbhoor taxi 896743 

IRBID: 

Dr. Yousef JadaBah 276315 

Jerusalem pharmacy (— ) 

Al Sbara’a pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA; 

Dr. Rabah Boris! 985048 

Royal pharmacy ( — ) 


MARKET PRICES 


uppec/kfwer pace io Sk oer Mr 
Apple (All kinds) 310/270 

5“““ 320 / 270 

Banana (Mukammai) 270/220 

I*/ 80 

Carrot (yeflew) 90/60 

QntKflowtr/ydlow) 120/80 

«nMowcr(wirite) 120/ 80 

500 / 400 


•Sfe foftky ) 6oo / sd 

p ra P ef nn * 130 /tflO 

if mon 120 / 70 

100 / 70 

150/ 100 

Orange (AtoStma) 320 / 280 

Orange IShananoati) 250 / }60 

J ™ 5 320/160 

jTOWjkHj 460/ 360 

rapper (sweet) 280 / 220 



- gadda 90 / to 

3™** — 70/ 50 

Tomatoes J 7 O/W 0 

Tu nnp 90/ 40 . 
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Home news 

Charitable society intensities 
Campaign to help needy 

neurological patients 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY MARCH 22* 19873 


By Najwa Najjar 

Jordan Hows Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Early detection of 
neurological diseases could great- 
ly improve a patient’s chances of 
overcoming the disease, accord- 
ing to a physician at the Society 
for Care of Neurological Patients. 
The physician, who asked not to 
be named, noted with regret that 
foe suffering of these patients 
continues because they cannot 
afford the expenavc treatment. 

The physician expressed hope 
that the specialised centre at the 
Palestine Hospital would provide 
the best medical treatment for 
needy patients at reduced rates. 
Through fund-raisers, foe society 
plans ni establish a charitable 
fund which will extend financial 
help to patients at foe centre, 
“We hope we wfll be able to 
cover 80 per cent of the patients' 
expenses,” he said. 

The physician said that foe 
fond is to be located at Palestine 
Hospital because it was foe only 
medical institution in Amman 
that showed interest in t raining 
programme in neurological scien- 
ces offered by foe University of 
Toronto. 

Neurological diseases, defined 
as any abnormality of foe brain, 
the spinal cord or periphery 
nerves, are caused by infectious 
diseases to foe nervous system, 
congenital abnormalities, head 
injuries resulting from road and 
traffic accidents, and injuries re- 
sulting during complicated de- 
liveries. Three patients at foe 
centre suffer from foe first two 
causes, and their parents told 
their stories. 

A year ago Ghadeer’s parents 
were told that their child was 
going to die. When she was three 
months old, Gbadeer was 
afflicted by meningit is causing a 
blockage to blood circulation in 
her brain. Her father, a taxi 
driver from Karak, watched his 
daughter suffer from an enlarged 
head, loss of appetite, vomiting 
and continuous crying, as he did 
not have the funds to seek proper 
medical attention. “I went to a 
rich relative of mine to ask for 
help, but he slammed foe door in ^ 
myface saying ‘I only give afans'to 
the poor during Ramadan,*" re- ^ 
called the father bitterly. ? ' 

Ironically it was a Swiss charit- 
able organisation, Terre des 
Hommes, in Marka which ex- 
tended help to Ghadeer’s pa- 
rents. After an operation' 
Gbadeer returned to normal, and 
its hard to believe that there was 
ever anything wrong with the 
little girl, now full of life and . 
energy. 

Fadia, also had meningitis, but 
she was not as lacky as Ghadeer. 
As a result of poor diagnosis and 
lost time, one of Fadia’s eyes 
does not dose fully and her 
mouth has become slanted side- 



Many children born with or suffering from neurological diseases can 
be helped to recover if they are treated early — however, many 
parents cannot afford surgery when it is needed. 


ways. As Fadia sat quietly, her 
racMher showed reporters the four 
head operations her five-year old 
child had to endure. “Everytime I 
heard of a good doctor I went to 
him, but these operations are so 
costly, and with her father work- 
ing as a labourer how can we 
possibly afford it?” asked the 
mother. She said that now she 
needs funds for a brain scan .but 
none of the ministries were will- 
ing to help her. 

“A lot of patients who do not 
have money tome to foe hospital. 
As doctors we are put in an 
awkward position,” the physician 
admitted. For example Daiia was 
born with a congenital abnormal- 
ity in her spinal cord and needed 
surgery immediately, he ex- 
plained. Her father owns a small 
sweets shop in Zarka and was not 
able to cover the costs of treat- 
ment. Therefore , doctors at 
Palestine Hospital and from other 
financial institutions had to don- 
ate their services free, “how can 
we turn away a patient in critical 
condition?” the physician asked. 

DaHa was not the only patient 
to receive doctor’s care free of 
charge, to date the six patients 
treated by the society had only 
.paid nominal fees for their treat- 
ment. “We hope that the charit- 
able fond at Palestine Hospital 
will relieve patients from having 
tb ]go" aroitod asking ftif dona- " 
tiimsf/Sometiines jusr tdtoVef foe ' 
minimum costs,” said the physi- 
cian. 

Sponsored walk 

The first function, foe society is 
organising to raise funds, is a 
420-kiknnetre walk from Ramfoa 
to Aqaba. The sponsored walk is 
to start on April 1 until April 10. 
Participants can join any of the 
stages, but they must register by 
March 25 at Nadi (dub) AJ 
Ramfoa, Nadi AI AhH, Nadi 
Ma’an or Nadi Aqaba. Those 
who join foe walk without spon- 
sors have to pay a JD 5 fee in foe 


Amman stage, and a JD 3 fee for 
the Ramtfia/ A mmfln and Am. 

man/Aqaba stages. All donations 
and sponsorships are tax deducti- 
ble. And for further incentive 
Royal Jordanian has offered free 
tickets to New York, Singapore, 
Vi enna, Istanbul, Lamaca and 
Aqaba for foe first six partici- 
pants who collect foe largest 
amounts of money. 




QUEEN MOTHER HONOURED: Her Majesty 

Queen Zem, the Quran Mother, was honoured Saturday fry the 
students of Unun Al Hussein Orphanage on the occasion of 
Mother’s Day. The celebration was attended by Her Highness 
Princess Taghrid, foe prime minister's wife and the director of foe 
orphanage, teachers and students. A number of women attending 
foe celebrations made financial donation to the society. 


Lawzi briefs Soviet team 
on Mideast conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of 
the Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad AI Lawzi on Saturday 
received a Soviet delegation from 
the Institute of African Studies in 
Moscow and briefed them on 
Jordan's commitment towards 
convening an international peace 
conference on foe Middle East. 

Mr. Lawzi told members of the 
delegation that the Kingdom re- 
mained committed to convening 
the conference as foe basis to 
reach a comprehensive, peaceful 
settlement to the Arab-Israefi 
conflict. 

He said that His Majesty King 
Hussein’s efforts towards conven- 
ing the conference were recently 
backed by twelve-state European 
Community which issued their 
Brussels declaration favouring 
Jordan's concept. 


Mr. Lawzi said that the Arab- 
Israeli conflict could be resolved 
through peaceful means and 
under the auspices of foe United 
Nations. He said the coference 
should be attended by all con- 
cerned parties and by foe five 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council and should be based on 
U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338. 

The speaker reviewed Israel’s 
drive to evict the indigenous Arab 
population from their homeland, 
its confiscation of Arab territory 
and its attempt to change the 
topographic and demographic 
character of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Mr. Lawzi hailed Jordanian- 
Soviet relations which, he said, 
were steadily developing under 
foe leaderships of King Hussein 
and Mikhail Gorbachev. 


Jordanian plans pan- Arab TV 


(Continued Grom page 1) 
material, will cost about $2.5 
billion over five years, he said. 

The programmes “have to be 
politically, religiously and cultur- 
ally neutral, otherwise they will 
not be acceptable to a large num- 
ber of countries,” he said. 

A review panel of national 
representatives will screen the 
programmes, he said, and his 
18-member executive board — to 
be announced next month — wfll 
select those to be shown.. 

He said dubbing already' is 
finder way in Syria, and h 6 said 
ms 'companies have obtained a 
half-interest in Tunis-based Zini 
Films. 

“We hope also to be producing 
in Jordan and Morocco," he said. 

Mr. Mango said marketing stu- 
dies indicated a potential for 
advertising. 

“The large corporations... are 
not really interested to make a 
serious effort at the market be- 
cause they consider it so frag- 
mented,” he said. “But once we 
offered them foe whole market in 
one swipe, there is a potential 
market of some 80 million... then 
foe whole thing makes sense to 
them.” 


The company also plans to use 
its satellite resources to carry 
commercial data transmissions. 

He said his companies have 
invested about $68 milli on since 
1971, and he said he expects the 
operating to start with a budget 
of about $60 million a year, 
reaching $500 mini on by foe end 
of three years, when he expects it 
to return a profit 


Jordan marks 19th anniversary 
of victory in Karameh Battle 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan on Saturday celebrated 
the 19th anniversary of the Battle of Karameh 
during which the Jordanian Armed Forces repelled 
an Israeli Invasion across the River Jordan and won 
a victory. 

Armed Forces Commander in 
Chief General Sharif, Zaid Ibn 
Shaker patronised foe main cere- 
mony near the Unknown Sol- 
diers’ monument near the battle 
site in the Jordan Valley. 

Gen. Sharif Zaid and the 
guests laid wreaths at the monu- 
ment and recited verses of the 
Koran. At the outset of the cere- 
mony, the Armed Forces Mufti 
delivered a speech in which he 
praised the Jordanian forces and 
servicemen for their heroic fight 
against the invading force, and he 
paid tribute to foe martyrs who 
fell in foe battle in defence of foe 
homeland. 


Gen. Sharif Zaid toured the 
battle area and later reviewed an 
exhibition of portraits of the mar- 
tyrs. 

Yarmouk University contri- 
buted to the ceremony, dispatch- 
ing a delegation of teachers and 
students led by Dr. Khaled Al 
Omari who made a brief speech 
paying tribute to the Armed 
Forces. 

Yarmouk University organised 
a cross country race at the site of 
foe Karameh Battle in com- 
memoration of the martyrs. The 
race kicked off from Karameh 
town in the vicinity, and ended at 


the Martyrs' Monument. 

Taking part in the race were 
members of the armed forces, 
government schools as well as 
Yarmouk University and foe Uni- 
versity of Jordan. The race was 
won by Abdullah Khalaf from the 
University of Jordan and Abdul- 
lah Mansour from the Fourth 
Royal Mechanised Division and 
Aii Kbalif from foe Fifth Royal 
Armoured Division who took 
first, second and third places. 

Towards the end of the 
celebration, Gen. Sharif Zaid dis- 
tributed cups and medals to the 
winners. Among those attending 
the celebration were Army Chief 
of Staff Lieutenant-General Fathi 
Abu Taleb. senior armed forces 
officers. Balqa Governor Mijhem 
Al Khreisheh, Yarmouk Uni- 
versity President Mohammad 
Ham dan and local officials. 


Efficiency, personnel care for passengers 
spell success for an airline, RJ official says 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Having all foe facili- 
ties and qualified personnel to 
provide services is not enough to 
score plus points' with air passen- 
gers, but the manner and efficien- 
cy with which services are pre- 
sented are decisive factors in 
attracting passenger traffic, 
according to Akel Biltaji, 'rice- 
president for airport services of 
the national carrier. Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ). 

No matter how beautiful your 
product and your aeroplanes, foe 
whole story of making your air- 
line a success will be “counter 
productive,” if yon (company 
employees) don’t present 
yourselves as experienced per- 
sons... well-aware and totally 
confident in the know-how and 
service facilities you possess, he 
told an RJ conference which 
opened here on Saturday. 

“On tune, all foe time,” is foe 
main theme of the two-day con- 
ference on airport services which 
is attended by RJ’s 42 station 
managers abroad. The theme was 
chosen to consolidate recent 


Striking, evocative photographs of Egypt 


By Meg Abo Harodan 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The second in a 
series of activities to be held at 
the French Cultural Centre this 
spring is their current exhibition 
of provocative, stimulating and at 
times shocking photographs. 
Taken by the well-known French 
photographers Edouard Bonbat 
and Michel Delaborde the images 
portray two very different views 
of one country, Egypt, foe place 
both photographers chose out of 
the four countries whose French 
Cultural Centres — in Cairo, 
Alexandria, Baghdad, Amman 
and Damascus, are sponsoring 
this event. 

Edouard Boubat, foe more 
t-gfflMkhpd of foe two used clas- 
sical techniques of striking, well 
composed, beautifully lit and un- 
tampered photographs to show 
theEgypt he saw. In str ong b lack 
and white images he contrasted 
and compared foe urban and ru- 
ral poor of foe country, the 
squalor and filth of the sprawling 
slums of the city with the calm 
and content he felt in foe villages. 
As well as the differences, 

Boubat also noticed and recorded 

a similarity between foe two 
groups — the same smiling, 
bright congenial faces, which he 
found no matter the conditions in 
which the people lived. 

Shanty towns 

No photograph conveys so 
graphically just how bad these 
con di tio ns can be that Boubafs - 
images of the shanty towns made . 
p rimari ly of junk, rubbish and 
corrugated iron. Seemingly end- 
less, these towns extend as far as 
the eye can ' see through rising 
spirals of smoke. In the midst of it 
all, Boubat manages to capture a 
chfld playing or perhaps a 
donkey — signs of life and hope 
that nuke a potentially unendur- 
able sight, endurable. 


Another image. Old bouses, 
falling into disrepair forms a 
backdrop to a street scene in 
which a sleeping dog, a duty 
curtain, an abandoned market 
barrow and a rubbish cluttered 
pavement play their parts. In 
front of all a child runs laughing 
to his mother: 

With these images Boubat 
plays a clever, double-handed 
game. Through his tech- 

niques he seems to be making a 
dear, documentary statement ab- 
out fife in today's overcrowded 
cities wherever they are in the 
world. Yet with the people that 
always manage to find their way 
into his work be moves us, stirs 
our inward emotions thus turning 
cool objective images into warm, 
very personal tributes to the re- 
silience of man. 

Rural peace 

Boubafs portrayal of rural life 
is altogether much more enjoy- 
able. Instantly after the oppres- 
sive fifth and stress of die city 
one is aware of foe dean, fresh 
air of the countryside. Above all 
one is aware of the innate rural 
peace. Boubat has caught to 
perfection the outward and in- 
ward calm that comes not only 
from the atmosphere or from the 
people sitting quietly in the 
shade, but also from the way they 
cany out their daily chores — the 
gathering of the reeds for their 
fire by camel or by doneky, 
fishing or baiting the bread — age 
old tasks that have been earned 
out in the same way since the 
beginning of time. 

u direct contrast to Bonbat, 
Michel Delaborde is an essential- 
ly experimental photographer 
who is fascinated by symmetry 
and texture almost to the exclu- 
sion of an eke, especially people, 
who feature rarefy in his work. 
Delaborde seems to view Egypt 
in terms of how its different 
dements could be used to form 



Graffiti and paint splattered walls of uneven concrete and 
chipped pfasterwovfc (photo by Michel Delaborde) 


abstract patterns and designs, 
wielding fas camera much as an 
artist would, his brush and can- 
vas. The resulting collages or 
groupings of images vaiy in effec- 
tiveness ranging from rather dull 
and uninspired to extremely sti- 
mulating, the latter being epito- 
mised by such images as the 
flower pots weaving up each side 
of an old window in wobbly piles. 
The three views of foe same sunlit 
stairway — each sKgbtfy different 
view emphasising the pleasing re- 
petition of form — or the two 
trunks of foe plain tree fa rming , 
along with a rough stone wall m 
which every crevice and protru- 
sion can almost be touched, a 
delapj dated arched doorw&y, or 
foe arrangement of doseups of 
different wooden grills — 
mashrabob — whose oW geomet- 
ry contrasts with the stones and 
wire stacked behind them. Afl are 
collections of different textures, 
shapes »nd forms (me enhancing 
the other in bold and balanced 
compositions. 

Even Delaborde’s straight im-. 
ages i-c., single shots of a single 


scene are more often than not 
dose ups of a graffiti or paint 
splattered wall resulting in totally 
abstract images interested in the 
way arbitrarily applied colours 
can become, when isolated and 
confined, vibrant aesthetic im- 
ages in their own right. At other 
times these straight images show 
□s the symmetry with which we 
all surround ourselves — like foe 
weaving floral designs of the blue 
wrought iron ban across a win- 
dow, foe drawin gs painted on 
either side of the same window 
that balance ech other and much, 
much more. 

Details of a scene 


Like a microscope, Ddaboide* 
draws our attention to die details 
of a scene, makes us aware of the 
tremendous variety of textures 
around us and of bow even the 
simplest most mundane of objects 
are organised and controlled by 
man to achieve unsuspected, un- 
contrived and instinctive har- 
mony that is aQ important. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 




. Mafraq graduates People’s Army cadets 

MAFRAQ (Petra) — A group of People’s Army recruits 
graduated here Saturday after completing their tr aining course. 
The 300 member group, all male secondary school students, have 
been trained in the use of light arms, civil defence and first aid 
operations and received physical fitness training. The grad nation 
ceremony was attended by the Mafraq governor who distributed 
awards to those excelling in their performance. 

Assad, Pakistani envoy discuss education 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Higher Education Nassereddin 
Al Assad received Pakistani Ambassador to Jordan Sagheer 
Hussein on Saturday for discussions on means to boost bilateral 
relations in education-related affaire. Dr. Assad and Mr. Hussein 
also discussed guidelines for signing an executive programme of 
the J ordanian-Pakistani cultural agreement. Both sides also 
discussed scholarships and seats allocated for students at Jorda- 
nian and Pakistani universities as provided for under foe 
agreement. 

Labour teams make Inspection visits 

ZARQA (Petra) — Ministry of Labour personnel have begun to 
make field inspection visits to industrial and trade institutions in 
Zarqa Govcmorate to check that employers are abiding by the 
labour law. The inspection team fined a number of factory owners 
and companies for violating labour rules set by foe ministry. 
Public safety personnel also seized out of date foodstuffs weighing 
•approximately one and a half tonnes. The violators have been 
referred to court. 

Madaba reviews development projects 

AMMAN (Petra) — President of the Madaba district develop- 
ment area Rateb Majati met with beads of Madaba’s administra- 
tive departments on Saturday to discuss means to expedite foe 
process of executing development projects in foe area. Mr. Majali 
stressed foe need for further cooperation between concerned 
authorities in order to overcome obstacles facing the implementa- 
tion of projects in Madaba.' 


GNP registers JD 68m increase 


(Continued from page 1) 

has to export more products and 
this calls for expanding existing 
projects. 

He said the government had 
resorted to protectionist mea- 
sures to help boost local indus- 
tries and in foe process granted 
them total or partial exemptions 
from customs duty on primary 
materials. 

In 1986 the government 
granted such treatment of 386 
industries, and is willing to offer 
such protection to any local in- 
dustry if it is required to streng- 
then the national economy and 
serves foe country’s higher in- 
terests, the minister raid. 

In fine with this policy. Dr.- 
Muasher said, foe government 
gives special attention to exports 
since it is exports that earn the. 
country foreign currency and they 
also help adjust the balance of. 
trade. 


According to the minister, foe 
Centra] Bank of Jordan has' 
accepted the idea of financing 
exports to help exporters obtain 
loans at relatively low interest 
rates and the government is con- 
templating the establishment of a 
national institution for guaran- 
teeing exports. 

The minister referred to foe 

said that Jordan barf a surplus of 
foreign currency in 1986 which 
benefited the balance of pay- 
ment. This has come about due to 
the drop in imports in general 
which were in turn caused by foe 
government’s decision to impose 
protectionist measures on several 
industrial products, he said. 

Last year saw stepped up gov- 
ernment efforts to build strong 
trade relations with Arab conn- 
tries and European Community 
nations and serious efforts for 
marketing Jordanian crops, be 
added. 


efforts undertaken by RJ’s man- 
agement to overcome obstacles 
posed to progress and develop- 
ment caused by foe depressed 
Middle Eastern economy, foe 
political environment and foe in- 
ternational slump in foe airline 
industry. 

These measures, announced 
last December, included laun-; 
dung new strategies to market 
the Kingdom’s East and West 
Banks, tapping new international 
markets, changing foe airline’s 
nam e from Alia to RJ and intro- 
ducing new colours and de- 
signs for RJ aircraft, employee 
uniforms, stationary, signs, ticket 
offices and public premises in 
Jordan and abroad. 

The new corporate image and 
identity, was further streng- 
thened vnfo new strategies in foe 
areas of customer services, res- 
tructuring of marketing plans, 
opening new routes and mod- 
ernisation of foe fleet, manpower 
development and improvement 
of international relations. 

However, Mr. Biltaji, who has 
held various senior posts within 
RJ, said: “If foe new concepts of 
inflight services are not offered 
properly, passengers are apt to 
start condemning foe airlin e." 

Mr. Biltaji strongly believes an 
air traveller’s reaction to nn air- 
fine are related to four psycholo- 
gical stages any passenger plan- 
ning to travel was bound to 
undergo; hesitation, determina- 
tion, frustration and anticipation 
which could easily turn into con- 
demnation. 

Stage one for a passenger is foe 
common question: “Should I 
travel? where to? Which aircraft 
shall I choose and who is offering 
me something new." Stage two — 
determination — ticket purchas- 
ing amidst competition. His 
choice will depend on foe com- 
pany's services, safety and spirit 
(foe three marketing S’s) and- a 
reasonable price. 

‘Frustration’ 

The critical stage is frustration 
travellers undergo before board- 
ing foe plane from foe minute 
they leave their homes and hotels 
to foe boarding time, he said. The 
vice-president recounted the 


story of “an average frustrated 
traveller” encountering 16 snags 
— traffic congestion, porters’ 
rudeness, four police searches, a 
body detection machine, paying a 
JD 15 departure tax, mis-labell- 
mg tickets, boarding gates, find- 
ing an inappropriate seat and 
finally sitting there ready for take 
off. “By the time foe passenger 
boards foe plane, his frustrations 
have reached a high peak, that is, 
if he’s not already a nervous 
wreck,” said Mr. Biltaji. 

Meanwhile, the last phase 
could be described as the most 
critical, since it is an accumula- 
tion of all foe previous experi- 
ences and the beginning of a new 
stage of thinking; Whose waiting 
for me at foe airport, my wife, 
husband, girlfriend, company 
representative. Wifi I get there on 
time? etc..., he said. 

“Without foe human element 
and personalised treatment, we 
won't be getting much out of the 
product and new corporate 
identify we possess,” the vice 
president told his station mana- 
gers at foe Alia Gateway Hotel. 

The two-day meeting also dis- 
cussed RJ’s security faculties, air- 
port services, the 1987 summer 
flights schedule, cargo, contracts, 
agreements, coordination, flight 
operations, flight crews and 
station management, handling 
agreements, te chni cal handling, 
catering and menus and foe out- 
look of flight attendants. 

In his opening remarks to the 
conference, RJ Director General 
Mahmoud Jamal Balqaz de- 
nounced “favouritism," practiced 
by station managers vis-a-vis pas- 
sengers and called for equal and 
personal treatment to be offered 
to all the airline's passengers. 

Mr. Balqaz also reviewed a fist 
of the station managers’ duties 
including doing their utmost to 
return lost baggage, making pas- 
sengers feel more important mid 
comfortable, not moving eco- 
nomy passengers to foe first class 
section and to facilitate the work 
of skymarshals responsible for 
the plane’s safety. “Always put 
yourselves in the shoes of others 
and try to maintain an excellent 
qualify of ground services and 
facilities,” said foe director 
general. 


Under the Patronage of HRH Princess Basma 


1987 Spring Festival 
Organized by 

The Jordanian Save (he Children Fund 
at the Amman Plaza Hotel 
on Friday 3 April 1987 from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


0 



Attractive Varieties: Bazaar. Games, Egg Hunt, Bingo, Fancy Dress 
Food/Varieties. Prizes. Lottery, Puppet Stow, Music. 

Tickets obtainable at Shmeisani: IstikJal Library - New York New York - 
Jordan Supermarket, Yassin Saloonffhe Marriott Hotel. 

Jabet Amman: Divan Pattisserie - Pizza Hut - Sweet Supermarket - The 
British Council. 

JabeJ Luweibdeh: University Bookshop. Khalaf Stores. 

Ticket Price: For Adults (One Dinar) 

For Children (Half Dinar) 





Rut it out before it spreads 

A SYMPOSIUM held early this month on drugs and addiction in 
Jordan revealed two important tacts: that Jordan serves as a transit 
point for d rags - and the majority of addicts and drug traffickers or 
hflghMi smokers are non- Jordanian nationals, living or working in 
Jordan. Ought we to take heart from this disdosure since oar own 
Jordanian citizens are stiD relatively safe from the drug menace? 

In fact, merely serving as a transit point for drugs, this country and 
its people, foreigners or otherwise, are vulnerable to the danger erf 1 
drugs and their serious effects on health. It is enough to note a 
warning by Colonel Hashem Qaisi, bead of the anti-narcotics division 
at the Public Security Department (PSD), who announced that 20 per 
cent of the total amount of drugs passing through Jordan remains in 
the country, and that Jordanian citizens were found among those 
lmjng drags or s elling hashish . Of coarse, we c ann ot help bat echo the 
minister of health’s appreciation for the PSD and its relentless 
campaign to stem drug use and the operations of drug traffickers. Yet, 
we must heed the minister’s warning that though the problem of drugs 
is still considered new here, every possible effort should be made to 
stop it before it grows and spreads. 

Recent disclosures in Jordan of ino-easing amounts of drags being 
snuggled into tbe Kingdom and the growing number of people caught 
smokiag hashis h in public cafes, especially in poor districts, as 
revealed by Col. Qaisi, are indeed appalling news to the general 
public, and call on tbe society to find proper mer .res to handle tbe 
problem in the most effective manner. Since Jordan can not but 
remain open to tourism, trade and free travel, which are vital 
dements for development, public awareness coupled with stringent 
measures on the part of the concerned authorities remain among the 
most effective instruments at our disposal, while at the same time we 
should continue to provide professional help to those who have riready 
fatten victim to drag addiction. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

A1 Ra’i: No to direct negotiations 


ISRAEL’S Foreign Minister Shimon Peres announced that tbe 
proposed international conference would be a paving ground for 
holding direct Israeli- Jordanian negotiations. Regardless of this 
statement, and despite Tel Aviv's attempts to impose an agenda for 
the participating parties in the conference, Jordan will remain 
steadfast and will never change its position, bnt will seek a 
comprehensive and just peace that can ensure the return of the rights 
of the Palestinian people and their lands. The Israeli foreign 
minister's statement could have been a reply to an announcement at 
the United Nations that Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
will make a tour of the Middle East shortly to try to give momentum 
to the idea of an international conference. It could also be a reply to 
the recent declaration by the European Community in Brussels in 
which the community members endorsed tbe idea of an international 
conference to find a just solution for the Palestine problem. This 
statement also reflects the fact that Peres and Shamir who appear at 
loggerheads about the convening of the proposed conference are in 
reality in agreement about everything, and are playing tactics that 
have now become exposed. With this statement Peres intended to 
abort de Cuellar’s coming visit to the region and straw tbe European 
Community Israel’s continued intransigence and disregard to the will 
of the international community. Of course, the Arabs should keep on 
trying to convene the proposed conference to implement Security 
Council resolutions, but at the same time they should not forget tbe 
need for building up their intrinsic force with which they could 
confront Israel's ambitions and aggression. 


AI Dustour: Time to consider 


A U.S. Congress subcommittee Friday voted to grant Israel more 
military and economic aid worth S3 billion. The bill was passed 
without any single voice being raised to oppose it or to mention the 
Pollard spy case nor even the U.S. arms deal with Iran in which Israel 
played a key role. The decision and die voting were not surprising 
nor were they unexpected, because of the Zionist lobby’s vast 
influence in Congress and on the U.S. decision-makers. Many had 
believed that the two scandals will shake the foundation of the 
U.S. -Israeli relations and cause splits in the alliance. But tbe result of 
the voting proved once again that the United States and Israel are 
two parts of the same body, and that what happened was merely a 
little disposition within this body. For the Arabs, this should make 
them understand that the United States will continue to remain 
subject to Zionist influence and that any moves by the Arab states to 
change Washington's position with regard to tbe Middle East are nor 
more than illusions. We call on the Arab leaders to examine carefully 
this unique relationship between the United States and Israel and we 
urge these leaders to take a good lesson from the on-going 
developments, particularly the voting by Congress to grant Israel 
additional means for launching aggression. The Arabs should realise 
that they have only themselves to depend on and should stop betting 
on a losing horse. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Karameh remembered 


ON the anniversary of the Karameh Battle which took place in 1968, 
the Arabs in general and the Jordanian people in particular 
remember the heroic stand of the Arab forces that repelled the 
aggression on the East Bank. That battle represented the will of the 
Jordanian people and Jordan's armed forces to stand fast and 
confront the enemy and re-infused in the Arab people a new spirit 
and a determination for struggle and victory. The outcome of the 
battle proved that our people will not succumb to aggression and that 
tbe enemy cannot impose on us a de facto situation by means of 
force. The aggression on Karameh in the Jordan Valley was part of 
the 1967 aggression which saw the occupation of parts of three Arab 
countries, but tbe will to resist enemy plans and determination to 
defend Arab soil was greater than tbe Israelis could cope with, and so 
they lost the battle. Indeed the battle was a challenge to the will of 
the Arabs and the cause of justice and peace. Now, after nearly 20 
years of occupation Jordan is still steadfast and still adhering to its 
principles ana national stands. For Jordan, Palestine is the upper 
most priority, and for this reason the Jordanian armed forces will 
continue tbe struggle to foil all Israeli acts of aggression. Jordan will 
continue to work for peace and seek the restoration l umped Arab 
rights. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanefc 


-A, 


Chasing the case of two banks in Amman 


A year has passed since Chase Manhattan dosed its branch in 
Amman, after its refusal to reconcile its position in accordance to a 
new legislation at that time requiring the bank to increase its paid up 
capital to minimum of ID 5 million. It is therefore good time to 
reflect on whether the bank’s decision to pull out was right or wrong. 

Chase Manhattan Bank came up at the time with two reasons for 
withdrawal. First, the bank’s mana gement argued that the rate of 
return on invested capital would be coo low to warrant the investment 
of an additional JD 3 million, required to satisfy the minimum capital 
requirement. Second, they cited the fegb exchange risk involved. Tbe 
bank management, of course, was thinking in terms of dollars; it had 
fears that the Jordanian dina r may lose ground against the dollar. 
The loss on exchange therefore would have exceeded the expected 
profits of the bank’s Amman branch. 

The most practical method of finding out whether Chase took the 
rigfat decision is to examine the perfo rman ce of the other American 

Egyptian opposition 
seeks more power 


bank operating in Jordan, Citibank. Citibank did reconcile its 
position, raised its paid up capital to JD 5 million, and continued to 
cany out normal banking Operations in Jordan. Citibank published 
its .balance sheet and income tatement for 1986m the Jordan Times 
last week." 

The financial statements of Citibank for the past year indicate a net 
profit (before tax) of JD 803,000. Assuming that JD 200,000 would 
be paid as income tax, the financial net profit would be in excess of 
JD 600,000 or 12 per cent of die banks (increased) paid up capital. 
This is obviously a handsome return, especially when calculated on a 
newly-doubled capital: Rate of return needs some time to catch up 
with the new capital increase. 

On the other hand we note that it was the dollar which lost ground 
against the dinar. The exchange rate of tbe dollar against tbe dinar ' 
declined by 13 per cent since Chase made its decision. If Citibank’s 
head office reevaluates its Jordan dinar invested capital in terms of 


dobis that would reflect a profit cm 

m turn raises the overall return to 25 per cent. Since the investment » 
long-term it need not be reevaluated. . . 

Unfortunately, the Chase Manhattan speculated * 
economy .and dinar, and decided to flint ft 
established place in the Jordanian market after ten years of bard 
work to arrive there. 

Citibank - by contrast, speculated in favour of the Jordanian 
economy, it stayed on and. in retrospect did not regret it Jordanians 
felt sony for the departure of Chase Manhattan B ank, became ft 
miscalculated. Some observers feared that the departure of Chase 
may become a signal for other foreign investments to follow suit and 
abandon the ship as well hurting tire country in the process. After a 
fall year of Chase jump ship, ft is obvious now that Chase made a 
mistake. 


By Dalia Baligh 

The Associated Press 

CAIRO. Egypt — The campaign 
for parliamentary elections next 
month has spawned a strange 
allian ce of rightists and leftists 
seeking a strong anti-government 
voice in the legislature. 

But Hosni Mubarak’s ruling 
National Democratic Party is ex- 
pected to retain control of tbe 
people’s assembly. 

Nearly 14.4 milli on people are 
registered to vote April 6 for the 
more than 3,000 candidates vying 
for 448 contested seats. Mubarak 
appoints the other 10 members of 
the 458-seat assembly. 

Mubarak disbanded the parlia- 
ment last month, two years be- 
fore the end of its five-year term, 
because of a constitutional dis- 
pute over the 1983 law under 
which Mubarak seated the body. 

Mubarak called for new elec- 
tions mainly to avoid any ques- 
tion that the peple's assembly or 
its actions might be illegal. The 
assembly must nominate a new 
president next fall, and Mubarak 
is expected to- seek a second 
six-year term. 

Tbe 1983 law replaced indi- 
vidual candidates with prop- 
ortional representation based on 
party lists. The system has been 
amended to set aside 48 seats for 
independent candidates. 

Opposition parties still object 
to the system but have formed 
alliances hoping to win the mini- 
mum 8 per cent of tbe vote 
required to hold seats. Eh 1^84,- 
the percentage rule denied seats 
to all but one opposition party, 
the oght-of-centre New Wafd. 

With only one month of cam- 
paigning allowed, banner and 
posters have flooded the streets 
in the nation's cities, advertising 
candidates whose beliefs range 
from strict Muslim fundamental- 
ism on the right to Marxism on 
the left. 

But since the campaign started 
March 6, there has been little 
indication of public interest. 
Speeches and rallies are mainly 
confined to political offices and 
caucuses. 

Mubarak's centrist party, with 
almost 400 seats in the disbanded 
assembly, is fielding candidats in 
all the country's 48 constituen- 
cies, or districts, and is sponsor- 
ing some independent candi- 
dates. The party is campaigning 
on the government’s record dur- 
ing Mubarak's first term. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, 
which seeks implementation of 
Islamic law, is contending with 
five legal opposition parties and 
numerous independents. The 
party has been proscribed since 
1954 after an alleged attempt to 
assassinate then-president Jamal 


Abdul Nasser, but has avoided 
the ban by campaigning on the 
same ticket with legal parties. 

Tbe Brotherhood has moder- 
ated its extremist, violent policies 
in recent years. In 1984, . the 
group ran with the New Wafd 
Party and won nine of the New 
Wafd’s 58 seats in the assembly. 

This year, the New Wafd re- 
nounced the allian ce and is field- 
ing its own candidates in 47 con- 
stituencies. 

Led by Fuad Serageddin, the 
77-year-old former interior minis- 
ter, the New Wafd is a revival of 
the Wafd Party founded in 1919 
by nationalist leader Saad Zagh- 
loul to force British colonisers out 
of Egypt. 

The party advocates free enter- 
prise and democracy. It supports 
the 1979 peace treaty with Israel 
but has reservations about the 
pact’s restrictions on Egypt's 
military presence in the Sinai 
peninsula. 

After Serageddin renounced 
his alliance with the Muslim 
Brotherhood, the Brotherhood 
joined the left-of-centre Socialist 
Labour Party and the rightist 
Liberal Party in a single candi- 
date list. Brotherhood spokes- 
man Gaber Rizk said the alliance 
expects 15 to 20 per cent of the 
national vote. 

The coalition members are run- 
ning on the SLP ticket to dear the 
8 per cent hurdle. But some legal 
experts have said the differences 
in ideologies could lead to legal 
challenges that the alliance was 
organised.oniy to circumvent- the 
lay*-,,-. ......... 

•The coalition platform calls im- 
mediate implementation of Mus- 
lim law “a religious duty and a 
national necessity.'’ Under the 
constitution. Sharia, or Islamic 
Law, is the main basis for legisla- 
tion, but not the only one. 

Rizk said the alliance con- 
demns special relations with 
either of the superpowers, impli- 
citly rejecting Cairo’s dose ties 
with the United States. The 
alliance condemns Israel as the 
“Zionist usurper of Arab terri- 
tory and Palestinian rights.” 

Other parties ■ fielding candi- 
dates in the election indude the 
pro-Soviet National Unionist 
Progressive Party, which de- 
mands abolition of the 1978 
Camp David accords and wants 
Egypt’s ties with Israel frozen 
pending an overall Middle East 
settlement. 

The tiny Umma Party, which 
calls for the implementation of 
Islamic law, is fielding ewntiHatq; 
in 23 constituencies. 

The government has promised 
dean balloting and equal cam- 
paign time for all parties on 
state-owned radio and televi- 
sion. All parties have their own 
newspapers. 



Saudi-Soviet freeze broken by Irangate 


By Robin Lnstig 

RIYADH — In a distant corner 
of the opulent new diplomatic 
compound on the outskirts of 
Riyadh there is an empty site on 
winch, according to die planners, 
the Soviet embassy will stand one 
day. 

* In ’the aftermath of foe Iran 
anns-for-hostages scandal In 
Washington, it is beginning to 
look as if the builders may be 
starting work earlier than ex- 
pected. 

Senior government officials 
and Western diplomats in the 
Saudi capital say disillusion with 
die United States administration 
has readied unprecedented levels 
and that one result has been to 
encourage Saudi leaders to reas- 
sess their attitude toward 
Moscow. 

Although the Soviet Union was 
the first nation to recognise the 
authority of Ibu Saad, the found- 
er of modem Saudi Arabia, in 
1927, five years before he suc- 
cessfully unified his vast king- 
dom, the Soviet ambassador was 
recalled to Moscow 10 years 
later. 

For tbe past 50 years, tbe 
Saudis have regarded the Soviet 
Union as the centre of atheism 
with little to offer a nation which 
proud to regard itself as the hob 
the Islamic World. With 
Egypt, this huge oil-rich kingdom 
has come to be regarded as a vital 
U.S. ally in one of the world’s 
most strategically sensitive areas. 


In the past few months, howev- cancer who has no links with the 
er, several separate initiatives Saudi ruling family, 
have combined to give the im- But in a country where only a 
pression that a new chapter may few of the most senior members 
be about to open Saudi-Soviet of the royal family know what is 
relations. They include visits to going on, it is possible U.S. inves- 
Moscow by Prince Faisal bin tigators may discover embarras- 


Fabd, the eldest son of King 
Fahd, and the new oil minister, 
Hicham Nezarf " 

The Iran aims scandal could_ 
not have come at a worse time for 
Sandi-U.S- relations. It appears 
to have confirmed Saudi suspi- 
cions that U.S. policy in the 
Middle East is heavily influenced 
by its dose alliance with Israel 
and to have reinforced the Saudi 
view that, despite its continuing 
reliance on oil, the Western 
world is unalterably prejudiced 
against Arab interests. 

Saudi officials angrily deny any 
suggestion that their country may 
have been involved in providing 
either finance for the arms-to- 
Iran deal or aid for the Nicara- 
guan contras. 

Sandi businessman Adnan 
Khashoggi, who played a key role 
in financing the Iran arms deal, is 
dismissed as a free-wheeling buc- 


smg material when they examine 
some Swiss bank accounts. - • 


embassy here.” 

A £5 billion order for British- 
made Tornado fighter jets, which 
pre -dated tbe Iran scandal, was 
an indication that Saudi Arabia 
could fill its defence requirements 
without U.S. support. 

is been the hardest 
to accept,” said an 


Irangate has 
thing of all 


J “At first we invested sb mnfch * official. “It gave Iran both confi- 


in our relations with the U.S., 
said a Sandi prince with close ties 
to the government. 

“But now, when people see 
that both the administration and 
Congress in Washington let the 
Israelis get away with anything, 
they begin to get worried.” 

Although no Sandi official will 
talk on the record — on this or 
any other subject — some are 
prepared to concede privately 
that their views towards the 


deuce ami weapons — it was like 
saying to them ‘You’re right, 
keep it up/ And it was very bad 
that the Americans insisted on 
denying what they had done, 
even after it began to come out in 
public.” 

Most analysts say they expect 
the Saudis to adopt a step-by-step 
approach to improving relations 
with Moscow. 


The most likely development 
Soviet Union are c h a nging . therefore, is a steady improve - 
“I really can’t see how Moscow xnent in commercial ties, perhaps 

•wwilrl Ka a iHraof fn fha rpoinn ** a jX / .1 


could be a threat to the region, 
said a foreign ministry man.. “Af- 
ter all, it wasn’t the Russians who 
bombed Beirut and Libya and 
there is no reason to suppose that 
they would try to convert us all to 
Communism if they_ set up an 


followed by the accrediting of the 
Soviet ambassador in neighbour- 
ing Kuwait to Riyadh as well. But 
everyone is keeping a close eye 
on that empty patch of ground in 
the diplomatic compound — Lon- 
don Observer. 


Papandreou government 
locked in dispute with church 


By Granville Watts ~ 

Reuter 

ATHENS — Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou’s Socialist 
government is locked in a dispute 
with the powerful Greek Ortho- 
dox Omen which could prove the 
most difficult problem in his six- 
year rule. 

Papandreou has put a new lull 
before parliament under winch 
about 130,000 hectares of church 
land would be acquired by the 
state within six months. 

The land, mostly forests, 
meadows and farmland, would 
then be handed over to landless 
peasants. 

But the church has responded 
angrily to the plan, charging the 
government with interference in 
its internal affairs, and 
announced it will boycott festivi- 
ties marking national day on 
Man* 25 in protest. 

Special church services are 
usually the main feature of 
national celebrations in a country 
where more than 90 per cent of 
the population are baptised into 
the Orthodox Church. 

But the church synod has 
ordered its priests throughout the 
country not to hold services or 
attend national day ceremonies, 
adding a new, more serious 


dimension to the growing row. 

The church played a major role 
in the fight for independence 
from Turkish rule which ended in. 
1821 and its non -participation in 
the national ceremonies is certain 
to embarrass Papandreou and 
other leaders who always attend 
such functions. 

The government strongly de- 
nies interference in church 
affairs. Education and Religion 
Minister Antonis Tritis told re- 
porters that tiie possession of so 
much land by the church had 
always been a focus for friction 
between the church and succes- 
sive governments. 

He pointed out that Greece 
was the only country in the world 
where priests were “civil ser- 
vants,'* in as much as the state 
paid the church an annual allo- 
wance. 

Tritis said this had been in- 
creased from $30 million when 
Papandreou came to power In 
1981 to $96 million last year. 

Diplomats put the total value 
of church property and land 
throughout Greece at about $5 
billion. 

Although the government ac- 
tion pleases the Communists and 
left-wing members of Pasok, the 
impact on devout churchgoers 
throughout the country could 


boomerang against Papandreou, 
political analysts said. 

“It is a brave man who takes on 
the church in a country like 
Greece. Other governments have 
tried it in the past and failed. 
Papandreou may well be handling 
a very hot potato here,” a West- 
ern diplomat said. 

The extreme-right newspaper 
Estia said the church’s struggle 
was not only to safeguard its 
property but to protect itself 
against becoming a “party branch 
of Pasok/' 

The main opposition Conserva- 
tive New Democracy Party is 
supporting the church, calling the 
government’s move “dishonest” 
and aimed at gathering more sup- 
port for Pasok from peasant far- 
mers. 

Some newspapers labelled the 
affair a “holy war” and said the 
church was organising anti-gov- 
ernment rallies around the coun- 
try. They said priests were ex- 
pected to deliver anti-govern- 
ment sermons in churches on 
Sunday. 

The opposition newspaper 
EJeftheri Ora charged the gov- 
ernment with “gagging” the 
church by not inviting church 
representatives to take part is a 
derate on the issue cm state-run 
television. 


Chinese congress may offer 
clues to political situation 


By Jim Abrams 

The Associated Press 

PEKING — The National Peo- 
ple's Congress, China’s parlia- 
ment, gathers at the Great Hall of 
the People on March 25 for an 
annual session that could offer 
dues to China's political future 
following months Of infi ghting 
and ideological strife. 

The meeting of the NPCs 
2,978 delegates comes two 
months after the ouster of .Com- 
munist Party General Secretary 
Hu Yaobang and the start of a 
.virulent campaign against West- 
ern political ideas that claimed 
the relatively liberal Hu as its 
most prominent victim. 

The congress, which is empo- 
wered to name government lead- 
ers, could answer the question of 
who will join the ranks of Chinese 
leadership if Premier Zhao 
Ziyang, also acting party general 
. secretary, gives up one of his two 
posts. 

But many analysts expect the 
NPC meeting will not make ma- 
jor personnel changes that could 
lead to longterm stability. . 

They say Deng Xiaoping, Chi- 
na’s supreme leader, is still trying 
to stiuinrfi the political blood that 
flowed after tne disgrace of Hu, 
once Deng's chosen successor. It 
may not be until a major party 
congress in October, or even the 
spring of next year, that Deng 
will have the consensus to name 
China’s next generation of 
leaders. 

But even if no major leadership 
changes are announced during 
the session, the meeting may re- 
veal how much ground, if any, 
Deng's reformers have lost to 
conservatives in die campaign 


against “bourgeois liberalisa- 
tion,” the favouring of Western 
style of government and capital- 
ism over Socialism. 

The conservatives — mostly 
old-line, aging Marxists like NPC 
chairman Feng Zhen, 84, and 
potitburo member Hu Qiaomu, 
74 — demand that Chinese once 
again put party loyalty and 
Socialism first. 

Such values have been under- 
mined as the nation has become 
more affluent and oriented to- 
ward the West. A lapse in politic- 
al control is thought to have given 
rise last December and January 
to widespread student demon- 
strations for increased demo- 
cracy. 

Deng, 82, is thought to have 
given approval to the anti-West- 
ern ideological drive that fol- 
lowed the protests, not only to 
assuage older revolutionaries but 
also/ because Deng shares the 
conservative concerns about 
Westernisation. He, too, was pre- 
sent at the creation of Communist 
China. 

The campaign has been a set- 
back for intellectuals and artists 
who last year enjoyed unpre- 
cedented freedom of expression. 
But, so far, Deng and Ids protege 
Zhao have managed to keep the 
political movement from directly 
interfering with their 8-year-oki 
policy of economic reforms and 
opening to the outside world. 

Zhao has in s i sted in several 
speeches that the campaign 
against bourgeois liberalisation 
wul continue, but will be limited 
to party members and will not 
affect China’s economic and di- 
plomatic policies. 

He is expected to give a 


keynote address at the NPC in 
which be will give the conserva- 
tives their due while stating that 
there can be no turning back on 
China's road to modernisation. 

Many leading conservatives, 
including NFC Chairman Peng, 
suffered during the leftist 1966-76 
cultural revolution and there is 
almost no dissent about 
course of pragmatic nation-1 
mg. But debate about tbe pace 
and wisdom of certain reforms is 
likely to surface during the up- 
coming meeting. 

Meanwhile, tne NPC standing 
committee, which submits draft 
laws to the main body for virtual- 
ly automatic approval, has de- 
cided not to submit a major draft 
law goring factory managers grea- 
ter autonomy over their opera- 
tions. 

The manager responsibility sys- 
tem, already in practice in many 
state-run enterprises, weakens 
the authority of local party offi- 
cials, and lias met considerable 
resistance. The official press said 
committee members agreed the 
system was feasible but required 
further discussion. 

Delegates will hear reports on 
the annual budget which reflects 
a growing economy but also 
shows excessive spending on new 
projects, falling foreign exchange 
reserves resulting from the large 
appetite for imports and unsatis- 
factory results in grain output and 
other basic industries. 

Since the beginning of the year, 
conservative commentaries in the 
official press have stressed the 
need to cot spending, reject con- 
sumerism and revive the ddtime 
virtues of hard work and fru- 
gality. 
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Mile drought means seven 

lean years for Egypt 


Egypt fears that Joseph’s biblical vision is being repeated. Torn 
Waftxr reports on the effects of a seventh year of wafer shortage on 
irrigation and power generation. 

CAIRO — Never in the last 
hundred years since detailed re- 
cords were kept, and perhaps not 
since biblical times, have the wa- 
ters of the Nile, Egypt’s lifeb- 
lood, been so afflicted by pro- 
longed drought 

Egyptian officials are nervously 
assessing the possible impact of a 
seventh lean year in the Nile’s 
main catchment area of Ethiopia 
on water supplies available in 
1988 for Egypt's irrigation and 
power generation. 

These officials are reluctant to 
talk about a crisis for arid Egypt, 
but admit they are worried and 
wonder if Joseph’s biblical vision 
of seven lean years threatening 
the inhabitants of the Nile valley 
delta is now somehow in danger 
of being repeated. 

Water flowing into lafcg Nas- 
ser has been well below expecta- 
tions since 1981, including a dis- 
astrous 1985, reducing reserves in 
the man-made dam to the point 
where water rationing for Egypt 
in the next year or so is being 
contemplated. 

At the same time, the drop in. 
the level of Lake Nasser, the 
5,000 square kilometre reservoir 
created by the completion of 
the Aswan High Dam in 1971, has 
forced a reduction in power 


generated from water passing 
through die dam’s sluice gates 
and turbines. 

The great African drought of 
the 1980s has helped gradually to 
reduce reserves in Lake Nasser to 
the point now that the dam is at 
its lowest level since it filled in 
1978. 

This, in linn is havin g an im part 
on the ecology of the lake itself. 
Breeding grounds of die popular 
tdatna fish in shallow coastal 
waters are being affected by the 
drop in the water level. Fish 
stocks are threatened. 

Mr. Boutros Gbali, Egypt’s 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs, perhaps bis country's 
most eloquent official on the im- 
portance of the Nile, says simply: 
“The national security of Egypt is 
not Israel. The national security 
is water.” 

The reservoir now stands at 
160.6 metres above sea level. A 
minimum of 165 metres above sea 
level is required to operate the 
power .station, which last year 
'produced about 20 per cent of 
Egypt’s electricity, at full 
capacity. 

Mr. Mustafa AI Genaidy, 
senior engineer at the power sta- 
tion authority, believes this will 
be a “critical year 1 * for die Aswan 


High Dam. “If we don’t get a 
flood this year, maybe well have 
to decrease the flow through the 
dam next year,” be says. 

This would affect agriculture 
and industry downstream which, 
with household requirements* 
consumes about 55.5 bflfion cubic 
metres annually. These levels 
have been maintaine d through 
the six dry years since 1981 by 
utilising Lake Nasser's reserves, 
bnDt up during seven good years 
between 1971-78. 

Egypt and Sudan use about 84 
billion cubic metres of Nile water 
a year which represents, accord- 
ing to Mr. Al Genaidy, a 
“medium flood.” The flow into 
Lake Nasser last year was about 
57 billion cubic metres up on the 
catastrophic 36 billion cubic 
metres in 1985, but still much less 
than requirements. 

Ethiopia, which has been 
afflicted as badly as any African 
country by drought, is absolutely 
critical to Egypt. Eighty-five per 
cent of waters flowing through 
Egypt have, their origins in 
Ethiopia catchment areas of the 
Blue Nile which joins the White 
Nile at Khartoum. 

While Ethiopia itself bad good 
rains last year, these did not fall 
in the Bine Nile’s cat chm ent. 
Egypt some years ago initiated a 
canal scheme in Sudan to im- 
prove the flow of die White Nile, 


whose source is Lake Victoria, 
but the Jongiei canal project has 
been all but wrecked by the 
southern Sudanese rebellion. 

A reduction in available water 
need not be a disaster for Egypt, 
according to western aid officials, 
who point to the tremendous 
waste of water by farmers and 
other users who assume that sup- 
plies are limitless. 

An official of the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment USAID, said that effi- 
ciency usage was about 55 per 
cent, which is low by any stan- 
dards. He said Egypt could make 
modi better use of its water by 
more scientific controls of the 
canal system. • 

The unspoken fear of rrfKriak 
— and it is unspoken because it 
hardly bears contemplating — is 
that the present dry spell is part 
of a changing weather pattern 
that will ultimately mean that 
Egypt’s fast increasing population 
will have to make do with less 
water. 

In a country where there is no 
rainfall to speak of and almost 
complete dependence on a single 
source of water, this is not a 
prospect that any Egyptian gov- 
ernment can view with equanim- 
ity. Mr. Al Genaidy’s assessment 
that 1987 is a critical year seems 
entirely justified — Financial 
Times feature. 



African music wins place in the spotlight on Dutch stage 


By Raymond Gy sen 

Reuters 

DELFT, Netherlands — When 
Gambian disc jockey Oko Dram- 
meb arrived in The Netherlands 
he found a musical void he was 
determined to fill. 

“When I came here in 1981, 
the only African artists perform- 
ing in The Netherlands were 
bare-breasted female dance 
troupes,” Dr amm eh told Reuters 
in an interview in his office, a 
record-packed room in the apart- 
ment be shares with his Dutch 
wife. 

Five years on, Dr amme h is 
confident he has helped to turn 
this country Into the West’s 
stage for African muse. 

“Promoters like myself have 
brought more than 50 new names 
here ... This country is now the 
biggest, platform for African - 
music in the world.” Drammeh 
said. 


From his flat in this historic 
town near Rotterdam, Dram- 
meh, 32* a former diso-jockey 
and night-club manager from 
Banjul, runs a promotional agen- 
cy which has built up an impress- 
ive file of African bands touring 
The Netherlands and Europe. 

This month alone, groups play- 
ing here include Morocco’s 
acoustic trio Aelixer, Ghana’s 
bong-and-dance troupe Wohnnei 
and Ivory Coast reggae singer 
Alpha Bendy offering a vibrating 
variety of African poke in venues 
all over the country. 

Drammeh is organising a six- 
month concert series called 
“Afrodisia” in Amsterdam’s 
rock, flower power and punk 
temple paradiso, a converted 
church in the city centre. 

The series, a continuation of 
■his “African feefing” concerts of 
past years, is jomed,by an “Am- 
sterdam roots” festival in. the 
Dutch capital's Milkyway Dive. 


Events thi« gmrmv»r incite even- 
ings of folk music and an African 
music festival in a Delft soccer 
stadium. 

Groups touring The Nether- 
lands early this year come from 
Algeria, Mali, Zimbabwe and Iv- 
ory Coast. 

Elsewhere in Europe festivals 
with a mark ed African presence 
this spring and summer are the 
Angoleme festival in France, Bri- 
tain’s world of music and dance 
or WOMAD festival, the Sfinks 
festival near Antwerp and West 
Germany’s Moers festival. 

Zimbabwe's Bhnndu Boys, 
based in London, are currently 
tonring Europe for second time. 
A critic in London’s Observer 
newspaper wrote of their music: 
“They’ve got more catchy pop 
tunes than youH And in com- 
bined hit parades of the northern 

hemisphere.”^ . 

Drammeh hopes to bring 
Dutch and African artists 


in September for a “Live 
>S" festival to raise funds for 
tire fight in Africa against the 
disease. 

But despite Paul Simon’s huge- 
ly popular Grace land album, 
which last year threw the spot- 
• Tigh t on South African bands, 
African music is not mi the verge 
of being the next big western 
craze, says Dutch journalist and 
African music specialist Henk 
Tummers. 

African music lacks the subcul- 
ture appeal of Indian music or 
reggae as well as western rock's 
superstar cults, he told Reuters. 

“African music has had a se- 
rious following in Europe for five 
or six years now ... Some people 
moved from reggae to African 
music, others are neo-hippies 
bored ‘with the si tar and some 
have been introduced to it on an 
African holiday,” be said. 

Another factor hampering 
mass appeal is the mixed bag of 


tunes which goes by the name of 
African music, despite a common 
emp hads on rhy thm and dance, 
as the various regions absorbed 
different types of western music 
and developed their own styles. 

While American jazz and blues 
traditions made an impact in 
South Africa, Latin American 
styles Hke rumba and calypso 
have influenced West-African 
bands and reggae mixed with 
traditional folk music in North 
Africa to create rai music. 

Many Westerners are baffled by 
the choice, Tummers said in a 
recent article in the leading 
Dutch music magazine Oor. 

“African music includes dozens 
of totally different styles which 
have less in common than heavy 
metal and German hit parade 
songs,” he wrote. 

The variety has made market • 
mg records more difficult as manjL- 
retailers find it impossible to ca- 


ter for the specialised tastes and 
limited demands for individual 
musicians, Drammeh said, 
adding only a few shops stock 
representative collections. 

Similarly, be complains of a 
lack of media interest here which 
contrasts sharply with the active 
dub circuit, as only one small and 
cash-starved station regularly 
broadcasts African music ... m 
the dead of night. 

Dr ammeh , whose agency is 
subsidised by the Dutch state, has 
also found Dutch companies un- 
willing to subsidise ms efforts. 
But some smaller firms have 
'started taking an interest after - 
Paul Simon played with South 
African musicians in a packed 
Rotterdam indoor stadium last 
year. 

Simon has been attacked by 
'many critics of apartheid for his 
musical venture into South Africa 
but Drammeh is not one of them. 
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Spanish trial of the 
century to probe 
toxic oil deaths 


By Leslie Crawford 

Reuter 

MADRID — The trial begins this 
mouth of 41 business people ac- 
cused of charges ranging from 
manslaughter to fraud after hun- 
dreds of Spaniards died six years 
ago from food poisoning blamed 
on toxic cooking oil. 

The disease, named toxic oil 
syndrome, killed 386 people 
according to the government, or 
650 according to prosecution 
lawyers, and maimed 25,000 
others in the tragic spring of 1981. 

The prosecution says it was 
caused by rape seed oil lethally 
adulterated for industrial use but 
fraudulently peddled as cooking 
oil in poor suburbs of Madrid and 
other cities. 

Those who fell prey to the 
devastating disease suffered 
symptoms such as lung failure, 
weight loss, limb deformation, 
mental disorders, premature 
ageing and destruction of the 
body's immune system. 

But so far scientists have been 
able to produce only circumstan- 
tial evidence to back the oil 
theory and doubts persist on the 
real origin of the disease. 

In the dock are 40 men and one 
woman, oil importers, refiners 
and distributors who face charges 
of manslaughter, grievous bodily 
harm, fraud and crimes against 
public health. 

Prosecutors are demanding 
sentences totalling more than 
100,000 years each for the eight 
principal defendants, although 
the maximum term a person can 
serve in Spain is 30 years. 

The trial, opening on March 30 
and expected to last at least five 
months, has been dubbed Spain's 
trial of the century. The judicial 
investigation runs into 250,000 
pages mid 2,500 people, including 
Prune Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
and hundreds of medical experts, 
have been summoned to testify. 

The survivors would have little 
hope of winning compensation 
from those standing trial. The 
embargoed goods of those on 
trial would not cover even one 
per cent of the total claims filed 
by foe victims, lawyers say. 

Instead, the sufferers are pin- 
ning their hopes on a separate 
judicial inquiry into the alleged 
responsibility of public health 
officials. The state would be able 
to pay compensation, but no 
charges have yet been filed. 


“The judiciary has shown no 
interest in probing government 
negligence,” prosecution lawyer 
Jose Mobedano told Reuters. “In 
another European country, rive 
government of the day would 
have fallen. In Spain, not even 
the health minister resigned.” 

Some 4,000 victims are under- 
going psychotherapy to overcome 
mental distress, while 700 others 
are still receiving medical treat- 
ment to alleviate the sequels — 
crippling pains, paralysis and 
breathing problems. 

Angela Menseger, a mother of 
two, has been in and out of 
hospital since she contracted the 
disease. 

She shuffled about in her small 
flat in Leganes. a dormitory town 
outside Madrid where 2,000 fami- 
lies oonsumed the toxic oil, as she 
described the nightmare she has 
lived through. 

“Doctors say I have cancer of 
the liver and can no longer find 
any veins to give me blood 
transfusions. They won't say how 
long I have to live ...” her voice 
trails. 

“My husband is now mentally 
handicapped. My daughter, once 
a plump 1 1-year-old, is now gaunt 
an weak," she told Reuters. 

One defence lawyer, Juan 
Francisco Franco, told Reuters 
he believed it was impossible for 
the adulterated oil to have caused 
the disease. 

“The traces of toxins found in 
the oil were too small to act as a 
poison, and to date, scientists 
have been unable to explain how 
the toxins caused the syndrome,” 
Franco said. 

Doctors at Spain’s National 
Health Research Centre admitted 
they still did not know how the 
toxins in the oil acted on the 
body. 

“But the correlation between 
the illness and the oil is so im- 
pressive, it is the only viable 
theory,” Doctor Manuel Posada 
told Returns. 

Experiments to reproduce the 
disease in animals by feeding 
them toxic oil have only met with 
partial suocess. 

Posada said the reason for this 
may be that the poisons attacked 
the body’s immune system and 
there are no known experiments 
to reproduce this in animals. 

Defence lawyers are expected 
to weigh heavily on the fact that 
there is only rircumstanrial evi- 
dence pointing to the oil. 


Egyptian western desert 
is opening up, but still wild 


By John Rogers 

Reuter 

MUT, Egypt — A duck farm, 
charter planes of European tour- 
ists and rows of three-storey con- 
crete apartment blocks are signs 
that the ancient oases of Egypt’s 
Western Desert are adapting to 
the 20th century. 

Kharga, Dakhla, Farafra and 
B&hariya oases, known collec- 
tively as the “New Valley,” are 
prospering thanks to abundant 
underground water and govern- 
ment investment. . 

The region, once a grainbowl 
for the Roman Efnpirc, is pep- 
pered with weD-preserved Phar- 
aonic, Roman andj Christian tem- 
ples or tombs, j 

For several years now, a 1,000- 
kilometre tarmac' road has link- 
ed the four oase^ on a crescent 
from Cairo’s Giza Pyramids 

» the desert to Assiut on 
rer Nile [380 kilometres 
south of the capital. 

Four-wbed-dr^ve enables you 
to leave the road. But a saloon 
car can do the pip, though y° n 
need to take reserve petrol and 
water and two spare tyres. 

Experts- funded by the United 
Nations have contributed to a 
pilot farm growing vegetables and 
other food for some 900 workers 
and tbeir famili es at the Gedida 
iron ore mine in Bahariya, the 
oasis nearest Cairo. 

The mine company looks 'after 
more community needs than 
would a big city employer, train- 
ing mechanics, bringing in flour 
mills and providing chicken-feed. 

But not all the progress has 
been beneficial, says mine dhreo* 
tor Said Abdul Razak* who 
helped start the Bahariya project 
and has been there for 20 years. 

Television, brought in only last 
year, has created new demands 
among local people. 

“Before the asphalt road and 
electricity, it was different. They 
n ee ded nothing* only food. Now 
people have started to need many 
things,” says Abdul Razak. 

Encroachment of modem fife is 
also evident in Kharga* . the big- 
gest at the other end of the 
crescent, and in Dakhla, of which 
ana IT t sleepy Mut is the. main 

rammt iinly. 

iflrargn, on the old camel trail 
from Sudan, has an airport, a lag 
hotel and a flourishing tourist 
industry, wife West Germans the 
main viators. 


Local people are gradually for- 
salting their old mod-brick bouses 
for ugly but functional apartment 
blocks and the oarrow-alieyed 
“old towns” in the oases seem 
destined to become empty shells, 
of interest mainly to tourists. 

“People are running for civi- 
lisation as they see it — building 
with concrete and leaving the 
mod-brick houses,” says Dakh- 
la’s tourism manager, Moham- 
mad Hassan Ibrahim. 

Date palms abound. But unlike 
picture-book versions, tire New 
Valley oases have cows in tire 
fields and grow rice, olives, citrus 
fruit, wheat and other non-desert 
crops, inducting alfalfa for tire 
donkeys. 

Alongside palm trees, you can 
find apricots growing in irrigated, 
whaAvl gardens behind high mud 
walls. In the townships, turkeys 
and chides are fumed. 

The secret of the New Valley’s 
greenery — in an ocean of sand 
covering 45 per cent of Egypt’s 
total area — is a vast, ancient 
reservoir of subsoil water brought 
to the surface by hundreds of 
artesian wells. 

It has seeped down from the 
mountains or Central Africa for 
25,000 to 50,000 years. Depend- 
ing on the rate of use, it could last 
from 50 to 800 years. 

Among unusual attractions for 
visitors are mineral-rich hot 
springs, indtufing one at Mut 
which pumps up water at 42 
degrees centigrade from 1,220 
metres. 

The government has been in- 
vesting since I960 to re claim 
tracts of New Valley desert in the 
oases and attract farmers from 
tile heavily-populated Nile Valley 
and Delta. 

Bnt the dangers of desert en- 
croachment are dear. The oases 
lie in big desert depressions and 
horizons are dominated by cliffs 
that mak* in effect, the Unfits of 
dvifisatum. ■’ 

Some stretches of the road are 
blocked by voluptuous, giant, 
cresceat-shaped sand-dunes mig- 
rating across die desert at an 
estimated 10 metres a year. 

Authorities just lay another 
stretch of road round the obstacle 
until it has moved on. 

Telegraph poles all but sub- 
merged under dunes are not un- 
common. And, north of Kharga, 
dumps of dead palm trees tell the 
desert tale — what a sand-dune 
■ crosses, if stifles and kills. ~ 


Police haul in villains, but 3 tons of gold has vanished 


By Ben Dobbin 

The Associated Press 

'LONDON — A 3-year-old Scot- 
land Yard investigation of Bri- 
tain’s biggest robbery has led to 
arrests, convictions and the 

» of a large drug ring — 
r a fraction of the almost 
$39 rmflion in stolen gold. 

■ At dawn on Nov. 26, 1983, six 
hooded gunmen burst into a 
security depot at Heathrow Air- 
port, doused the guards with 
kerosene and threatened to torch 
them unless the vaults were 
opened. 

They escaped in vans laden 
with over 3 tons of pure gold. 

While some $19 million, about 
half the proceeds from the heist, 
has been traced, authorities have 
so far managed to recover only 11 
of the 6,800 gold bars that were 
stolen. 

Two of the holdup gang are 
serving 25-year sentences, and 


police say they know the identi- 
ties of nearly all the others. 
Lawyers, real. estate speculators 
and jewelers accused of dishon- 
estly handling the “laundered” 
assets are being arrested in twos 
and threes. 

“I think we’ve m ade significant 
progress. I think we’ll make 
more,” said Brian Worth, Scot- 
land Yard’s deputy assistant com- 
missioner in charge of specialist 
operations. 

While the hunt has largely en- 
tailed what Worth calls the labo- 
rious process of tracking money- 
laundering trails between Hong 
Kong and the Caribbean, it hasn’t 
lacked drama. 

Fourteen months after the rob- 
bery, an undercover team moved 
at night into the grounds of a 
country mansion owned by Ken- 
neth Noye, a wealthy business- 
man who police suspected of mas- 
terminding the disposal of half 
tire bullion. 


Noye, alerted by his guard dogs, 
surprised one of the detectives, 
John Fordham, and stabbed him 
to death. Eleven of the gold bars 
— the only original ingots found 
so far — later were dug up in his 
18-acre garden. 

Noye was acquitted on a plea 
of self-defence of kflling the de- 
tective. But, in a separate trial, 
he received 14 years in jail and a 
$750,000 fine for moving stolen 
gold back into legitimate markets 
and defrauding the government 
of sales tax on the bullion. Three 
associates were jailed on similar 
charges.. 

Shaken by the detective’s 
death, Scotland Yard in March 
1986 formed a long-planned 45- 
member task force to delve into 
money-laundering and organised 
crime. The gold robbery became 
one of its assignments. 

After seven months, during 
which its members visited bank- 
ing centres around the world, the 


task force uncovered a S30-mij- 
lion drug smuggling ring based in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. U.S. 
authorities have since indicted 13 
people and thanked Scotland 
Yard for helping crack the case. 

Some proceeds of the gold rob- 
bery were tied up in shell corn- 
ties used to launder profits 
the drug ring. Worth said in 
an interview. 

“Once you get into money 
trails, money laundering, espe- 
cially offshore, you get the situa- 
tion where money merges,” he 
said. “There’s an awful lot of 
money circulating which is terror- 
ist (money), drags, from orga- 
nised crime generally. It’s very 
difficult to attribute these large 
sums of money to their criminal 
source.” 

He said much of the estimated 
$19 millon in proceeds linked to 
the robbery was invested in Lon- 
don property. 

Other alleged proceeds, seized 


or frozen while court cases pro- 
ceed, were traced to bank accounts 
in the Isle of Man and the Chan- 
nel Islands — Britain's offshore 
fianrial havens — and in small 
Caribbean islands, particularly 
the British Virgin Islands. 

Aside from Noye and his three 
associates, nine other people face 
trial for allegedly handling the 
gold money. They include jewel- 
er John Palmer, who was expel- 
led from Spain July 1 as the ink 
dried on an Anglo-Spanish ex- 
tradition treaty preventing cri- 
minal suspects from evading jus- 
tice. 

Ex-convict John Fleming, who 
fled from Spain, is held in a 
Miami immigration camp fighting 
deportation to Britain after being 
refosed entry to Peru and Costa 
Rica. Scotland Yard wants to 
question him about the robbery, 
bust hasn’t elaborated on tus 
.alleged connection. 

The two men serving 25 years 


in prison for participating in the 
robbery were convicted in part on 
the evidence of Anthony Black, 
one of the six Brinks-Mat Ltd. 
security guards handcuffed and 
blindfolded by the raiders. 

Black supplied the holdup gang 
with a key and interior photo- 
graphs of the warehouse, and 
gave the signal for them to attack, 
testimony at his trial showed. 
Nine days after the robbery, he 
broke down under interrogation, 
agreed to turn state’s evidence 
and was sentenced to 6 years in 
prison. 

Police believe the gang ex- 
pected to grab about $3 million 
but stumbled on a bonanza that 
had just been delivered. They 
also netted $150,000 of diamonds 
and U.S. travellers’ checks. 

“We are pretty certain we 
know, bar one perhaps, who was 
involved (in the hold-up),” 
Worth said. 
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The First and Only Greek 
[Restaurant In Jordan E 
TONIGHT 

"and every night 
„ZORBA THE GREEK,, Q 

LOCATED. 

JABAL AMMAN. 2ND CIRCLE 
OPP WENCH LOAF 
TEL 641585 ^ ctjvib chaws 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Talnawaybanflabk 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Mjdnight 

Tel. 638968 


'St 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

\ Tel: 661922 / 
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IIAIMITEL CD ||-i!:<|E|ls 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL 
Shmeisani - Amman 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, ■ 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOUR1SMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal naming Pot 

Take-away service 

Open daily Noon -3:30 p.m. 
£6^0 p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 

/ SHAKHSHIR N 
Rent A Car 

25% Discount 

1. Short and long terms 
' 2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-condi- 
tion cars 

4. Always 1 new cars with 
good service 

Middle East Hotel 
Tel: 668958 / 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight y 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 667171-6 






Sports 



Everton keeps hopes alive 


LONDON (R) — Everton, battl ig to avoid a repeat 
of its unhappy finish to last season, kept alive its 
English championship chances*by beating struggling 
Chariton 2-1 in an incident-packed matph. 


Both teams had a player sent 
off Saturday after Scot Jim Mel- 
rose had threatened to damag e 
Everton ’s championship pros- 
pects with a second half equaliser 
that cancelled out midfielder Tre- 
vor Steven’s 44th minute penalty. 

Everton’s recent midfield sign- 
ing, Ian Snodin, and Charlton's 
Andy Peake were dismissed after 
exchanging blows in a 76th mi- 
nute incident. 

Seven minutes later, England 
defender Gary Stevens hit the 
winner that left second-placed 
Everton six points behind leader 
and champion Liverpool, who 
has played one game more and 
faces Tottenham away today. 

Arsenal, third overnight, failed 
to halt its decline in form and 
slumped to a 2-0 defeat at Wat- 
fqrd, who ousted the London 
dob from the Fbqtball Associa- 
tion (F.A.) Cup in last weekend’s 
quarter-finals. 

Everton, who lost the F.A. 
Cup final to Liverpool and was 
also Hist Division runner-up to 
its city rival in the 1985-86 season, 
not only sustained its title hopes 
but gained a measure of j 
for previous defeats at the , 


of relegation-threatened 
Charlton. 

Charlton, 20th in the 22-team 
division, beat Everton in its first 
league meeting last October and 
again in a minor cop competition 
recently, but plunged into trouble 
immediately before halftime. De- 
fender Paul Miller brought down 
striker Adrian Heath and penalty 
expert Steven made no mistake. 

Melrose's equaliser in the 66tfa . 
minute was the prelude to the 
Snodin-Peakc dash in the centre 
drde, but Everton at least re- 
gained its poise sufficiently to 
seize the winning goal after 83 
minutes. 


Watford was given a ninth- 
minute boost when Tony Coton 
saved a spot kick by Martin 
Hayes, his first miss in 10 
attempts, this season. Shortly 
afterwards, Gaiy Porter fired 
Watford ahead and Dither Blis- 
sett sealed success with a 78th 
minute goal. 

Anderson, Rocastle and Wil- 
liams were all one booking away 
from suspensions which would 
have kept diem out of the League 
Cup final against Liverpool at 
Wembley on April 5 — Arsenal’s 
re maining realistic prospect of a 
trophy. 

On_a day when the eight First 
Division matches produced a 
mere 14 goals, South ampt o n 
captured the scoring honours 
with a 5-0 tronndne of Aston 

vnifl. 


Bayern Munich crushes 
Nuremberg to keep lead 


BONN (R) — Bayern Munich, 
Real Madrid’s European Cup 
semifinal opponents, beat 
Nuremberg 4-0 m an aH-Bavarian 
soccer derby Saturday to stay one 
point dear at the top of the West 
German First Division with 30 
points. 

Goals from Michael Rumme- 
nigge, Roland Wohlfarth, Dieter 
Hoeness and Lothar Matthaeus 


an emphatic stop to high- 
of five 


Everton’s Welsh international 
Kevin Ratdiffe played a long ball 
forward which Steven headed 
back into the path of Wayne 
Clarke. The stoker could not 
make contact but the ball ran to 
Stevens, who slid it crisply home. 

Arsenal, who left out key trio 
Viv Anderson, David Rocastle 
and Steve Williams, saw its title 
hopes effectively vanish with the 
defeat at Watford which left it 12 
points behind Liverpool and one 
match in band. 


Gordon Hobson put South- 
ampton ahead after 55 seconds 
and Glen Oxkerill extended the 
lead in the third minute. Colin 
Clarke scored twice before half- 
time, while Danny Wallace com- 
pleted the rout with an 83rd 
minute goaL 

Striker John Fashanu, who 
played a major role in Wimble- 
don’s recent progress to the F.A. 
Cup quarter-finals, was sent off in 
his chib’s 1-1 draw with Queen's 
Park Rangers. 


France wins 4th Grand 
Slam in rugby union 


DUBLIN (R) — France reco- 
vered magnificently from a 10-0 
deficit to beat Ireland 19-13 
Sa timfay and dmrih its fourth 
Grand Slam and the 1987 Five 
Nations Rugby Union Cham- 
pionship. 

French flanker Eric Champ 
scored two second-half tries to 
confirm Us emergence as the 
premier loose forward m Europe 
this season and right wing Philip- 
pe Serot kicked three penalties 
and a conversion. 

Ireland, although increasingly 
outclassed as the match progres- 
sed, gave a typically spirited ex- 
hibition and set the French right 
back on their heels with two tries 
in the opening 13 mi nutes. 

Right-wing Trevor Ringland 
opened the scoring after only six 
minutes when he forced his way 
across die fine following dever 
play by centre Brendan Muffin 
who had draw n in the French 
defence. MjchaeTKiexiiah kicked 


a magnificent conversion from 
the toochhne then seven minutes 
latHf scrum-half Michael Bradley 
wriggled through the defence to 
give the home team a totally 
unexpected 10-point lead. 

France, though, kept its comp- 
osure admirably and after peg- 
ging the deficit back to 10-3 at the 
interval launched wave after 
wave of exhilarating attacks and 

confiter-alfarfoe 


Its relentless press ure was re- 
warded when the predatory 
champ twice seized the loose ball 
to score and even the loss through 
injury of full-back Serge Blanco 
did not dim the French hrilHaime 
as it ran through the frill range its 
attacking ploys. 


Kieroan kept Ireland in oon- 
teution with a 70th minute penal- 
ty and though the Irish made a 
late rally they never looked Eke 

Hwiying Fntnn* ritf- duwnpinuliip 

it had so'tboroughly deserved. 


McEnroe defeats 
Medr to advance 
in Rotterdam 


ROTTERDAM (R) — John 
the! 


McEnroe reached the final of the 
Rotterdam Grand Prix Tennis 
Tournament Saturday beating 
Czechoslovakia’s Mfloslav Medr 
6-1, 7-5 and displaying signs of 
tiie sheer genius aim quick tem- 
per that mark his game. 

Medr was clearly out of touch 
in the first set while McEnroe, 
disregarding the hip tendinitis 
trouble for which he has been 
receiving heat treatment, display- 
ed some of his old dazzling form. 

McEnroe, seeded fourth, also 
bitterly disputed a line call with 
the umpire and berated photo- 
graphers for dist ur b in g him. But 
it was a far cry fromtbe “Super- 
brat” scenes that marr ed his play 
before his self-imposed break 
from ten ni s last year. 

Medr, who has stumbled since 
beating world number one Ivan 
Lendl to win the International 

Playi-nt rhamp irmship tWO WedCS 

ago, recovered in the second set 


Nuremberg’s ran of five 
victories before a 75,000 crowd. 

Hamburg, who beat Eintracfat 
Frankfurt 3-1 Friday, stayed! 
second. Goals from Peter Lux, 
Miroslav Okonski and Lothar 
Ditfiner carried Hamburg to vic- 
tory and plunged Eintratiht, who 


had scored first through Klaus 
Theiss, into the relegation zone. 

Bayer Leverkusen suffered an 
unexpected 1-0 home defeat by 
Cologne, who scored through 
Uwe Beta, but retained third 
{dace on 26 points. 

Stuttgart stayed fourth with 25 
points despite having its away 
match with newcomers FC Hom- 
bnrg postponed because of an 
unplayable pitch. Closest pursuer 
Kaiserslautern failed to grasp the 
opportunity, crashing 3-1 in 
Bodram. 

The feat of the day was Borus- 
sia MoenchengladbacfTs 7-1 away 
victory over Werder Bremen, the 
north German side’s first defeat 
at home in 44 games. 


Amritraj to meet Gandhi 
over India-Israel match 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian ten- 
nis star Vijay Amritraj will 
appeal to Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi to allow India to play 
Isrel in the Davis Cup quarter- 
finals, a newspaper said. 

The respected Hindu newspap- 
er quoted Amritraj as saying he 
hoped to meet Gandhi next 
month to seek permission for the 
Indian team to play the tie in New 
Delhi in July. 

The 33-year-okl Indian captain 
said in Madras that a default in 
the tournament because of the 
government’s policy a gainst con- 
tacts with Israel would mean the 
end of his Davis Cup career of 
nealry 20 years, the newspaper 
reported. 


“ft will also be a big blow for 
the game in India .... (and) this 
could be our last trig chance to go 
some distance in Davis Cup,” he 
said, adding that India would be 
favourites if the tic were played in 
New Delhi. 

Amritraj, who won both his 
singles matches in the first round 
tie against Argentina here last 
week, warned that the Interna- 
tional Tennis Federation would 
India severely for a de- 


He was in the Indian team that 
forfeited its tie against South 
Africa in the 1975 Davis Cap 
finals because of New Delhi’s 
stand against Pretoria's apartheid 
policies. 


Nevada legislature doubts 
Leonard’s ability to fight 


CARSON CITY, Nevada (AP) 
— Questions concerning Sugar 
Ray LeomartTs fitness to fight 
world middleweight champion 
Marevelous Marvin Hagler April 
6 came up in die Nevada legisla- 
ture Friday. 

Straying from testimony on the 
Athletic Commission’s budget. 
Assembly Ways and Means Com- 
mittee members asked Commis- 
sioners Duane Ford and Sammy 
Macias if they were certain that 
Leonard, who suffered a de- 
tached retina in a previous figfat, 
was medically fit. 

Ford assured die committee 
that the Athletic’ Commission 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


FOR RENT 

Ground floor of two bedrooms and accessories with 


Furnished semi-detached villa in &weifieh. Three 

central heating and telephone. 


bedrooms, 3 baths with telephone.' 

Pis. call Mr. Kabour 663719 at office, and 671860 at 


Rent JD 3,900 per year 

home. . 


Call: 821246, Amman 



TEACHING VACANCIES AT 
YARMOUK UNIVERSITY 


The Language Centre at Yarmouk University invites applications 
for the following posts: 

Associate Professor or Assistant Professor to lecture on the 
theory of translation, applied linguistics for translation and 
editing purposes, and simultaneous and/or consecutive transla- 
tion. 

Applicants must hold a Ph.D. in Applied Linguistics and 
Translation and must be native speakers of English with a strong 
command of Arabic in both spoken and written media or native 
speakers of Arabic with native-like competence in English. 
Experience: 

Assistant Professor: a minimum of four years of experience in a 
university or an academic institution of higher learning. 
Associate Professor 8 years of experience with published 
research papers and a distinguished career. 

Salary: according to experience and qualifications. 

Assistant Professor JD 479 - 590 per month, (for expatriates) 
JD 422-518 per month, (tor Jordanians) 
Associate Professor JD 560 - 737 per month, (for expatriates) 
JD 491 - 640 per month, (for Jordanians) 


slonal transcripts and recommendation letters, should 
be sent to: 

ACADEMIC STAFF AFFAIRS DIVISION 
YARMOUK UNIVERSITY 
No later than April 30, 1987 


A representative of the U.S. INTERNAL REVENUE SER- 
VICE wiH be available on the following dates to provide 
information on U.S. INCOME TAX RUNG: 

March 23: 9tf0 am. - 12.-00 noon 

American Centre, Third Circle, Jabel Amman. 

1:00 - 4:30 p.m. Consular Section, U.S. Embs 
March 24: 8:00 a.m. - 12.-00 noon. Consular Section, U. 
Embassy 


You may call 644371 ext 232 for further details. 


shared its concerns. Leonard was 
in Nevada for an examination by 
four retina specialists, who found 
that tiie fight posed no “greater 
ride” to him, according to Ford. 

Thursday, the Assembly 
Health and Welfare Committee 
introduced a trill that would give 
the commission’s medical braid 
more autonomy in deciding a 
fighter’s fitness. 

Health and Welfare Chairman- 
Morse Arbexry said a group of 
Reno physicians requested the 
measure in part because they 
were worried that Leonard’s eye 
can't take the punishment. 

Arberry told the commission- 
ers, who were unaware of the trill, 
about the doctors' concern. 

Ford pointed out that Leonard 
was a professional athlete who. 
was used to taking risks and that 
hockey and football players stand 
a greater chance of getting de- 
tached retinas than boxers. 

“The Athletic Commission did 
everything to make sure that Ray 
Leonard was fit to fight. There’s a 
lot of people that sensationalise 
this,” he said, adding that 
Leonard must undergo another 
examination two weeks before 
the figfat. 


Ways and Means Chairman 
Marvin Sedway said, “I think Mr. 
Leonard’s crazy.. He can detach ja 
retina again by sneezing.” 
Sedway, an optometrist, said 
there was no way a doctor could 
guarantee that someone who has 
had a detached retina won’t de- 
tach it again during a fight. “I 
think it’s really fraught with dan- 
ger,” he added. 


New York’s Ewing 
wfll miss rest 
of NBA season 


NEW YORK (AP) — New York 
Kmcks centre Patrick 


Ewing will 
mif s die rest of the NBA season 
because of a sprained ligament in 
hii left knee, the team 
announced. 


day mgEt when he slipped on a 

wet spot in the first quarter of the 

Kmck’s 111-105 overtime victory 
over the Indiana Pacers. 

No surgery will be needed, but 
Ewing will have to wear a knee 
brace toe three to four weeks, 
team spokesman John GriDo 
said. Toe Kniciks, who have vir- 
tually no chance to make tiie 
playoffs, end their regular season 
April 18 at Cleveland. 

“If it was a matter of him 
(Ewing) playing in the playoffs, 
he might oe ready,” Como said. 
“But we’re not talking about a 
playoff situation here.” 

Ewing has missed three games 
this season with an inflamed left 
knee. Last March, he had 
arthroscopic surgery on his right 
knee to remove a piece of soft 
tissue. But despite playing only 
50 games, he was the NBA’s 
Rookie of the Year. 

This season, Ewing averaged 
21.5 points and 8.8 rebounds in 
63 games. With 16 games left, the 
KnTdfs have a 21-45 record and 
are in next-to-last place In the 
Atlantic Division. 


Japan downs 
Belgium in 
ice hockey 


COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — Japan, led by Norio 
SuzukTs six goals, trounced Bel- 
gium 24-0 (90, 6-0, 9-0) for the 
most impressive victory in the 
opening round of the Division C 
World Ice Hockey Cham- 
pionships. 

Romania, Yugoslavia and host 
Denmark also won their first 
round games. 

Katsutoshi Ka warn nr a and 
Toshiyuki Sakai had three goals 
apiece fin- Japan. Takaynki Ueno, 
Kenichi Suzuki, ShujiMomoi and 
Mikiya Kurata each netted twice 
and Kenji Tanaka, Toslrihiro 
Kikuchi, Koji Wakasa and Kurrio 
Takagi added one each. Japan 
drew four minor penalties, Bel- 
gium three mino rs. 

... Romania beat Bulgaria; 7-3 (0- 
1, 6-1, 1-1). Elod Antal, Manus 
Gliga, Arpad Sofron, Lasrio Csa- 


ta. Ion Zaharia, Gheoighe Dra- 
Gereb scored 


gomir and Istvan 
Romania’s goals, while Stamen 
Gancbev, lanko lankov and Rus- 
land Christov replied tor Bulgar- 
ia. Romania got 4 x 2 minutes 
penalty and Bulgaria 7z2mi- 
nutes. 

Yugoslavia defeated Hun ga ri a 
6-2 (2-1, 24), 2-1). Igor Beribak 
scored three goals for Yugosla- 
via, and Zvoninrir Suvak, Dragu- 
tin Mlinarec and Andre) VIdmar 
one goal each. Hungary’s goals 
were scored by Gyorgy Pek and 
Zoltan Ldeszi. 


Barcelona cancels registration 
of $3 million striker Hughes 


BARCELONA, Spain (R) — 
Struggling Barcelona, looking for 
a scapegoat for its recent stamp, 
has cancelled the registration of 
S3 rnfltioo striker Mark Hughes as 
one of its two foreign players. 

The club said it sent a telex to 
the Spanish federation saying 
Hughes's place would be takes by 
Scotland’s Steve Archibald, who 
has been playing in the reserves 
since die Welshman arrived from 
Manchester United last summer. 

Archibald could play in the 
crucial league match at Real 
Sodedad today. 

The change appears to have, 
been forced on Barcelona’s En- 
glish coach Terry Venables who 
vowed only ^ month that be 
would never swap the two play- 
ers. The question mark hanging 
over his future at the dub now 
looks even larger. 

In the last few weeks, Barcdo- 


na had been knocked off the top 
of the First Division by Real 
Madrid and last Wednesday was 
bundled out of the UEFA Cap fry 
Dundee United. 


Pressure from fans and three- 
tors had increased as Hughes , 
granted an eight-year contract 
with the dub, failed to produce 
more than a handful of goals. 

His partner Gary Lineker of 
England, who also joined tot 
summer, has been a big success . 
and has insisted that he enjoys 
playing with Hughes. But his bat 
performances of the season — a 
hat-trick against Real Madrid and 
four goals for England against 
S pain — came when the Wels hm an 
was not present. 

Manchester United's new man- 
ager Alex Ferguson has said be 
would be interested in re-signing 
Hughes if be became available. 


U.S, college basketball 
tourney enters final 8 


NEW YORK (AP) — The na- 
tion’s top-ranked team. Universi- 
ty of Nevada-Las Vegas, joined 
Iowa, Indiana and upset winner 
Louisiana State in the final eight 
of the NCAA basketball tourna- 
ment 

Nevada-Las Vegas, behind 
Axmon Gilliam’s career-high 38 
points, defeated upstart Wyom- 
ing 92-78 in the West regional and 
will face Iowa in on Sunday for a 
trip to the final four in New 
Orleans. 


36-1, some breathing room in 
what had been a close game. 

The victory was the 21st in a 
row for UNLV, and the 20th tune 
in a row that the Runnin’s Rebels 
had won by more than 10 points. 
Wyoming, 24-10, was led by Fen- 
ms Dembo, who had 27 points. 
LSU 63, DePtral 58 

Anthony 'Wilson's 15-foot 
jump shot with 25 seconds left 


provided the winning margin as 
LSU deft 


Iowa nipped Oklahoma 93-91 
in overtime when Kevin Gamble 


sank a 22-foot 3-point shot with 


three, seconds 

LSU wfll meet Indiana on Sun- 
day in tiie Midwest regional final 
at Gncmnati. 

Nikita Wilson scored 24 points 
to lead Louisiana State, toe no. 
.10 seed, to a 63-58 victory over 
DePau]. In the second game at 
Gncmnati, Keith Smart and Rick 


Calloway each scored 21 points as 
no. 3 Indiana ousted no. 17 Duke 


88-82. 

Big East rivals Providence and 
Georgetown battle for the South- 
east, and North Carolina and 
Syracuse vie for the East crown. 

Nevada-Las Vegas 92, 

• Wyoming 78 

Nevada-Las Vegas, which 
trailed 39-38 at halftone, used 
:Gflfyin’s, inside shooting and a 
stifling pressure defence to pull 
out the ami Friday night over the 
unheralded Cowboys. 

Gilliam scored five of his points 


defeated Detail. 

LSU. 24-14, took toe last of 13 
lead changes in the game for a 
58-57 advantage on Nflrita Wil- 
son’s inside toot with 2:48 re- 
maining. Then Oliver Brown 
stole a pass from DePaul’s Andy 
Laux and Anthony Wilson hit the 
key jump shot from toe left side 
for a 60-57 lead. 

Indiana 88, Duke 82 
Indiana, 27-4 and the Midwest 
regional’s top seed, used a 21-4 
run in toe first half to overcome 
Duke, which had held a 29-21 
lead. Tin: Blue Devils, 24-9. went 
7:30 without a field goal as Indi- 
ana made its ran with Calloway 
scoring eight of toe pants. 
Iowa 93, Oklahoma 91 (OT) 
Gamble, a 6-foot-6 senior, led 
Iowa, 30-4, with 26. Pocand 
blocked a late Oklahoma toot to 
force the overtime. 

Oklahoma 24-10. led by as 
many as 16 pools in the first half 
but led only'byone at halftime. 


in a 16-5 run midway through the 
second half that gave UNLV, 


The game was dose through- 
out the second half, with Iowa's 
biggest lead only six points at 
78-72 with 6:54 to play in regula- 
tion. 


Lack -of Olympic tickets 
overseas angers many 


CALGARY, Alberta (R) — The 
trouble-plagued organising com- 
mittee for toe 1988 Winter Olym- 
pics in Calgary admitted that not 
a single ticket for the most popu- 
lar events bad been nurf^ avail- 



TEACH1NG VACANCIES AT 
YARMOUK UNIVERSITY 

The Language Centre of Yarmouk University invites 
applications for the position of lecturer for its Service 
English Programme. 

Applicants must hold: 

1, A BA. in E nglis h or a Modem Language 

2. An M.A. in TEFL or Applied Linguistics 

and must have 

a minimum of 1 year post-MA experience 
Salary: according to experience and qualifications 
The post includes a contractual load of 1 5 hours per week. 
Benefits include social security, health and life insurance. 

Applications accompanied by copies of relevant, 
academic certificates, transcripts, and at least 
two references should be addressed no later than 
April 30, 1987 to: 


Academic Staff Affairs Division 
Yarmouk University 


U ill royal Goodrich Tyres 
life 


change your tyres whi 
you wait— 


Our friendly 1 people servfoe your car 
tyres wtiie you wait 

— Competitive price 

— Excellent quaity 

— European & American sizes 

— Afl ranges of tyres are also aval- 
able (trucks, buses, tractors) 


M. & H. ABURAGHEB 


Wadi Saqra, ToL 8328X1, H 
am. - 7 p m. Hlahatta Str, 
651073, Hn. 8 am. - 5 pm 


Hr*. 8 
T#L 
UnL- 


i pm uni* 

vorad Auto Centra, IMvenlty 
_ ^ Hr». I 


Rd. TeL 847113, ad week 
am. - 8 pm 


mft 





! I 
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FOR SALE OR RENT 

located 


in 


■Shm^rani. Each floor is a semi-villa with a separate entrance, 


For Anther Information please call: 661214 from ftOO 
;ajiL to 1:06 pjn. and from 3:00 to 8:00 pjn. 


EMBASSY OF PAKISTAN 
NOTICE 


On the occasion of the PAKISTAN DAY, a flag-hoisting cere- 
mony will be held at the chancery. Embassy of Pakistan at 1 0.30 
am. on March 23, 1987. 


All Pakistani nationals along with families are most 
cordially Invited to attend. 


FOR RENT 


Cozy apartment consisting of: 2 bedrooms; 2 bathrooms; 
spacious L-shaped sitting/dming area; kitchen; balcony; small 
back garden/orchard. Centrally heated. 

Location: Nice quiet residents area off 3rd Circle, 200 metres 
from Goethe Institute, overlooking Holiday Inn. 


Pis call: 623335 or 641776, Amman 








f Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 677420'j 


able outside North America ami 
said it was taking steps to correct 
the situation. 

The committee announced it 
would create an extra 190,000 
tickets by increasing the size of 
the venues. 

“This is not a local event, it is 
an international event and we 
must act accordingly,’' said Com- 
mittee Chairman Frank King. 

King said a special committee 
would determine what portion of 
•toe additional tickets should be 
allocated to the more than two 
dozen agents designated for inter- 
national distribution. 

. Local residents have entered 
their names on waiting lists in 
more than sufficient numbers to 
buy all toe new tickets. 

King said the allocation deci- 
sion would be taken within three 
weeks, but Marketing Vice-Presi- 
dent Bill Wardle urged the com- 
mittee to hurry bemuse angry 
letters from agents and national 
Olympic committees were 
already pouring in. 

The 43 most popular events 
sold out on Sept. 30, the first day 
that m ail o rders were accepted 
from North America. 

. About 950,000 of toe 1.9 mil- 
lion tickets remain available, but 
most are for less popular events, 
aicfa as the luge, bobsled, biato- 
lon and preliminary-round ice 
hockey games. 

King said that to attract over- 
seas visitors to Calgary the agents 
must have tickets available to the 
figure-skating and speed-skating, 
toe opening and closing cere- 
monies, the medal-round ice 
hockey games and the men’s 
Alpine skiing events, all of which 
were totally sold out 
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Japanese banks set up firm to 
take over outstanding loans 

TOKY O (A P) — A group of 28 Japanese commerical banks has set 
up a company to assume part of their outs tanding loans to debtor 
natioiB, Fuji Bank Ltd. announced last week. 

A bank official, Mr. Kiyosin Nemoto, said the banks had created 
JBA Investment Inc., a paper company, to dear external debts and 
uncoll ected interest from the boobs of the Japanese banks, whose 
outstandmg loans to debtor nations were estimated at more than 
535 bfljion as of September 1986. 

Mr. Nemoto noted, that Japan banks* u nco llected interest is 
nwunting. Brazil announced Feb. 20 ft at it is indefinitely suspend- 
ing interest payments to private banks that bold most of its $103 
bflhon foreign debt 

He said a bank, for instance, could sell its outstanding external 
loans to JB A Investment at a 40 per cent discount to dear the debts 
from its books. This means that the. bank gets bade 60 per cent of 
the outstanding debts in cash, he said. 

^JBA will buy the outstanding loans with investment money from 
the bank, and pay that money back to the bank as interest when it 
receives money back from the debtor nations, he said. 

He said JBA investment is to collect debts from debtor nations 
based on the loans it has pur chase d from the banks, 
o Nemoto said JBA Investment, which was set up in the 
British Cayman Islands for tax reasons, is capitalised at $84,000 and 
is owned equally by the 28 banks. 

NEWS IN BRIEF ~ 

UAE spending to remain nnrfmngprf 

: ABU DHABI (OFECNA) — Government spending in the 

TlnttdJ Amk MI : i j i f .1 “ - 


Bank Governor Abdul Malek A1 Hamar. Although oil prices 
have recorded a big increase compared with the earlier part of 
1986, .“it does not mean that the government should spend more,” 
he said. Responding to a question on the performance of the 
UAE b an k ing industry in 1986, be said the banks were improving 
and some of than had made good pmiB»e rfuring th*> f *> yuting 

to public and private sectors, he pointed out, had akn increased. 

Top Swiss watchmaker boosts profits 

BIENNE, Switzerland (R) — Switzerland’s leading watch-making 
firm, which produces the world-famous Omega, Tissot and 
Swatch brands, said last week that its profits rose around 15 per 
cent last year. SMH Sodete Suisse De Mkrodectromqfle et 
d*Horlogerie said growth came despite a weaker dollar, winch 
allowed only a small increase in sales. Final figures are not due 
before June at the latest, but SMH said sales rose 1.2 per cent 
from the 1965 total of 1.79 billion francs ($1.16 billion). Had it not 
been for the dollar’s fall, sales would have risen six pa cent, the 
company said. The Swiss watch industry has rec o vered dramati- 
cally since a flood of inexpensive Quartz watches fr om Japan and 
Hong Kong brought it to the verge of bankruptcy in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s. SMH has already said it plans to pay a five per 
emit dividend this year, the first since the group was created after 
a bank rescue in 1983. 

British share ownership trebles since ’79 

LONDON (R) — Share ownership in Britain has trebled since 
Conservative Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher came to power in 
1979, the government said last week. Treasury Financial Secret- 
ary Norman Lament told parliament that the rise was spread 
across social groups. A government survey showed that more than 
five million people had become shareholders for the first time 
since 1979. Nearly 20 per cent of adults, or 8.5 million, now 
owned shares. Mrs. Thatcher has pursued a policy of denationalis- 
ing state-owned industries with the aim overeating a nation where’ 
all citizens have a vested interest in capitalism. The opposition 
Labour Party argues that her privatisation programme has often 
undersold the value of die industries and mainly benefited 
wealthy individuals and institutions. 

Romania, Nepal sign trade memorandum 

KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) — Nepal and Romania last week 
signed a letter of understanding to promote bilateral trade. Under 
die arrangement, Romania will import jute goods, handicrafts, 
medicine herbs, tea and ready-made garment from NepaL Nepal 
will import construction materials, electric goods, cement, buses, 
tracks, tractors, machinery, industrial goods and cotton. In recent 
years, the two countries have had trade volume of about $3 
million a year. 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 22 , 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: You need to make sure 
you understand whatever comes to your attention. You 
will be able to get into the practical phases of whatever 
arises for considerable progress. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Handle civic tasks first 
and later be sure to do whatever an important person 
expe&s of .yon. . , . 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Study that new course 
of action before you put it into operation. You can get 
excellent results with little effort. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) At first you don't 
understand a responsibility that is yours, but later it 
sinks in nicely and all goes wefi. • : 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Come to a 
better understanding with an associate. Dash around 
in public view tonight and be cha rm i ng . 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You find it hard to handle 
.your duties at first, but later you think clearly and 
become a human dynamo. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Smooth out any wrmkles 
in your talents and bring them into the open. Enjoy the . 
happiness you have found. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Study the stumbling 
blocks in family relations and remove them. Make any 
home improvements that are needed. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Don t let a letter 
disturb you since this can be turned into an advantage 
if handled quickly. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Postpone handl- 
ing a practical matter until you know more about it. Get 
advice from higher-ups. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You find yourself 
in a cheery mood and can state your desiresto those who 
can assist you in gaining them. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Yon may feel 
depressed at first, but this spurs you on to more pro- 
gressive activity. .... , 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Avoid that person who 
wants to have his, or her, own way at any cost Later 
be with those who can help you. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY _. he, or she, 
will have the ability to reorganize existing methods and 
come up with something better. Be sure to give as fine 
an education as you can, since your progeny 

could become a valuable pioneer and a boon to humani- 
ty. People will be drawn to tins child. 


Crosswords not received 
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AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET) Sterling takes centre stage 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe following tabh summarises trading acdvmes at tbe Amman FinandaJ Marker daring tbe 
week starting Saturday, March 14, "87 and eating Wednesday, March 18, *87. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 

Name at company Numbo - Volume Opening Closing Far 


ami Bw n ^a i institutions 

Industrial Development Bank 

Petra Bank 

Jordan Islamic Bank 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

Jordan Gnif Bank 

Housing Bank 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

fW a Amman Banlr 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank 

Jordan National Bank 

Jordan Finance House for Development 

Islamic Investment House 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation 

Finance and Credit Corporation 

National Financial Investments 

National Portfolio Securities 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

A1 Mashiek Exchange 


Insg ra n ce and refag nrim e g 
Jordan French Insurance 

REFCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance .... 
Yarnnmk Insurance and Reinsurance 


Holy Land Insurance 
Arabian Seas Insurant 


Arabian Seas Insurance 

Philadelphia T n c um w 

Arab Union International Insurance 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Petra Jordan Insurance 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance 

Universal Insurance 

General Insurance 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

Middle Bast Insurance 

Al-Izdihar Insurance 

National Ahhya Insurance 

SM -ritM ami hu fmariwi 

Darco for Housing and Investment 

Real Estate Investment (Aqaico) ... 

Management and Consultancy 

General Investment 

Jordan Leash$ Corporation 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Eq uip ment s ... 
Equipment Leasing £ Mamteoance/Ta’jeeico 

Jordanian Electric Power 

Irbid District Electricity 


Hotels and Tourism 

Garage Owners Federation Office 


Jordan National Shipping Lines 

DarAlShaab Press, Printing and Publishing ... 

Jordan Dairy _ 

Arab P hannaocurial Ma nu f ac t m jp g 
Intermediate Petrochemical Indostncs 


Arab Chemical Determent Industries 

AlwiHin Tn A iii T ii f ^ 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 

Jordan Worsted Mills 

Jordan Ceramics 

Chemical Industries 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) . 


National Steel Industries 

Un i v ersal Chemical Industries 

General Muting 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

> Jordan- Lime A Bride • ^ : 

National Industrial _£* „ 

Arab Paper Co nve rt in g and Trading 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICUJ 

Livestock and Poultry 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

Trans-- Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Himeh Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen Industries ... 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

Jordan Brewery 

Mas Industries 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals .. 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing 

Jordan Spinning & Weaving ...... 

Jordan Industrial Investment Corporation 

Jordan Sulpho Chemicals 

Jordan Cement Factories 


Grand total 


Numbo - 

Volume 

Opening 

dosing 

Par 

at shares 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 


_ 

- - 

_ 

1.000 

1 !!! 950 

2215 

2360 

2350 

1.000 

.... 2105 

4408 

2.100 

2.090 

1.000 

.... 16161 

26639 

1.620 

1.630 

1.000 

5112 

6839 

1.320 

1.340 

1.000 

1380 

2211 

1.580 

1.620 

1.000 

4394 

9227 

1000 

1100 

1.000 

236 

6903 

29150 

29350 

5.000 

.... 274459 

5478674 

19.000 

18.900 

5.000 

1940 

251674 

129.000 

129.000 

10.000 

.... 21580 

53920 

1460 

2.500 

1.000 

... 69250 

53273 

0.760 

0.770 

1.000 

.... — 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

... 128468 

155604 

. 1.560 

1.750 

1.000 

.... 31433 

23251 

0.770 

0.730 

1.000 

... 24930 

34674 

1390 

1.440 

1.000 

1000 

595 

0-590 

0390 

1.000 

6762 

6199 

0.900 

0.920 

1.000 

... 22868 

32937 

1.460 

1.440 

1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

71533 

326601 

4.000 

4.750 

1.000 

279 

235 

0.850 

0.850 

1.000 

950 

\ 1092S 

11-500 

11300 

1.000 

6824 

\ 5719 

0.880 

0.820 

1.000 

10688 

11322 

1.100 

1.050 

1.000 

900 

945 

1.010 

1.050 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 





— 



1.000 

86 

116 

1.350 

1350 

1.000 





— 

— 

1.000 

13000 

10330 

0.780 

0.800 

1.000 

5600 

4256 

0.770 

0.760 

1.000 





— 



1.000 



— 

— 

— 

10.000 





— 



10.000 



. 

— 



1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

8420 

4863 

0380 

0370 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

7241 

5058 

0.680 

0.700 

1.000 

15668 

2623 

0.660 

0.670 

1.000 

22800 

10438 

0.960 

0.950 

1.000 

8495 

12707 

1.490 

1300 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

75298 

* 35962 

0.440 

0.480 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

466 

1911 

4 .250 

4.100 

1.000 

15400 

13532 

0.890 

0.870 

1.000 

114703 

58289 

0.420 

0350 

1.000 

18260 

21517 

1.170 

1.180 

1.000 

13049 

27792 

1120 

1130 

1.000 

87255 

74333 

0.860 

0.850 

1.000 

5689 

13383 

1380 

1350 

1.000 

5316 

7812 

1.470 

1.450 

1.000 

2397 

11261 

4.750 

4.700 

1.000 

40225 

38983 

0.980 

0.960 

1.000 

298990 

452356 

1.490 

1340 

1.000 

543 

2172 

4300 

4.000 

1.000 

10900 

10936 

1.000 

1.020 

1.000 

10870 

12343 

1.090 

1.160 

1.000 

2400 

1208 

0.480 

0310 

1.000 

3895 

5263 

1.370 

1.360 

1.000 

186825 

407600 

1100 

1180 

1.000 

13402 

11857 

0.870 

0300 

1.000 

2459 

4361 

1.750 

1.750 

1.000 

6221 

43527 

6.970 

7.000 

5.000 

297239 

• 100417 

-- - 0.260 

“ 0383 : '* 

1.000 

17530 

11788 

0.670 

0.690 

- 1.000 

4000 

1400 

0380 

0350 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 

2637 

1982 

0.760 

0.750 

1.000 

17731 

21537 

1.220 

1310 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

1000 

410 

0.410 

0.410 

1.000 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

1X00 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

, — 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 


22255 

0 920 

0 910 

i oon 

16955 

10173 

0.610 

0.600 

1-VAJU 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

305950 

748140 

1490 

1830 

1.000 

84547 

89688 

1.040 

1.070 

1.000 

1 , 972,979 

4 , 023 , 359 . 





LONDON (AP) — The British pound took centre 
stage in the foreign exchange markets last week, 
hitting a four year-high against the dollar despite a 
move by Britain’s mqjor banks to cut their base 
lending rates. 


But analysts are divided about 
sterling's outlook. Some say sterl- 
ing will continue to rise slowly 
and steadily and others say it will 
retreat 

The pound’s disorderly move 
was sometime of a surprise be- 
cause lower British interest rates 
generally make pound-denomin- 
ated investments less attractive 
and reduce demand for sterling. 

But traders say tbe British in- 
terest rates are stOl much higher 
and therefore more attractive to 
investors than rates in the United 
Stales and Ja pan 

The pound also may have 
stayed strong in face of the half a 
percentage point cut in the major 
banks' base lending rate to 10 per 
cent, because many traders had 
expected a full-point cut. 

There is rampant speculation 
that there will be another ait 
soon. 

But analysts say it would taken 
cut of more than another full 
percentage point to undermine 
the pound. 

“There’s obviously room for 
interest rate cuts,” said Mr. Paul 
Chertkow, director of currency 
economics at tbe brokerage firm 
Hoare G overt Ltd. 

Some traders said the rate cuts 
actually have helped the pound 
because they are seen as stimulat- 
ing the British economy. 

The government paved the way 
for the interest rate cuts on Tues- 
day when it unveiled its fiscal 
1988 budget, announcing that it 
was cutting substantially its bor- 
rowing. 

Several major factors appear to 
Emit the upside for the pound. 


Traders say they fear intervention 
from Britain’s central bank to 
limit the pound’s upward move- 
ment, and that has curbed it. 

The six leading industrialised 
nations agreed in Paris on Feb. 22 
to stabilise exchange rates. At 
exactly what level it isn’t known. 

Sterling has risen 4.5 per cent 
against a trade-weighted basket 
of currencies since then. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Nigel Lawson said Wednesday he 
was “perfectly content” with the 
pound's current level. 

Right after the accord was 
reached, Mr. Lawson had said 
that he didn't want the pound to 
fall nor to rise “substantially.” 

In addition, the pound’s 11 per 
cent decline last year against the 
basket of currencies gave exports 
a boost and helped Britain's eco- 
nomy. The government wfli not 
easily relinquish those gains. 

Mr. Richard O'Brien, chief 
economist at American Bank 
Ltd., said: “We certainly 
wouldn’t want to see it (the 
pound) get any stronger.” 

According to tbe Bank of Eng- 
land, die pound’s trade-weighted 
value against the basket of 17 
currencies closed Friday at 72.2 
per cent of its 1975 value. 

That compared with 72.3 on 
Thursday; 69.1 on the last t rading 
day before the Paris accord was 
readied and 74.3 a year ago. 

In 1986 the index opened at 
77.9 on Jan. 2. and closed at 69.2 
on Dec. 31. 

The pound has been strong in 
general because of optimism ab- 
out the British economy and be- 
cause of higher oil prices, which 


have stabilised at $18 a barrel. 
Britain is the world's fifth largest 
o3 producer. 

The dollar’s weakness has 
helped, too. Indeed, the pound 
has been stronger against the 
dollar than against other curren- 
cies. 

On Wednesday, sterling traded 
at $1.6075 in London, its highest 
level in about four years. By late 
Friday afternoon, however, it bad 
backed off a bit to $1.6015. 

In the past seven years, the 
pound hit a low of $1.0470 on 
Feb. 26, 1985, and a high of 
S2.4525 on Nov. 4, 1980. 

The pound also has risen be- 
cause accords such as the one 
reached in Paris put a floor under 
the dollar, which prompts inves- 
tors to turn to other currencies, 
Mr. O'Brien said. 

In addition, investors are opti- 
mistic about Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s prospects of win- 
ning a third successive five-year 
term. Mrs. Thatcher’s Conserva- 
tive government must call a 
general election before June 
1988. 

Citing that optimism, Mr. 
Chertkow said: “The markets 
now are going to increasingly 
purchase pounds.” 

“The upside seems substan- 
tial,” Mr. Chertkow said. “Tbe 
pound should appear to be one of 
the better currencies in tbe world 
in tiie next three to six months." 

Mr. 0*Briea disagrees. He said: 
“Tbe trend in tbe long term still 
remains to keep it weaker. It will 
begin to slip back a bit, but as the 
dollar falls it will improve against 
the dollar but weaken against the 
(West German) Deutsch marie." 

Indicating how volatile the 
foreign exchange markets can be, 
Mr. O'Brien added: “You’ve only 
got to have a fallout in tbe ou 
market and that could weaken 
sterling.” 


New price pact to govern rubber trade 


GENEVA (R) — Major produc- 
ers and consumers of natural rub- 
ber Friday adopted a new five- 
year agreement aimed at stabilis- 


ing world prices. 
The new accord 


The new accord, which uses a 
'buffer stock to keep prices stable 
by selling or buying rubber as 
rates rise or fall, will succeed a 
pact which expires on Oct. 22. It 
will be open for signature from 
May 1 this year.. 

Conference Chairman Man- 
aspas Xuto of Thailand said the 
"formal adoption represented a 
"historic moment.” 

To become operational, the 
new accord will require ratifica- 
tion by countries accounting for 
75 per cent of world exports and 
75 per cent of world imports. 

Delegates said that it is ex- 
pected such ratification will take 
between 12 to 14 months from 
now. During the hiatus between 
the two agreements, the Interna- 
tional Natural Rubber Council 
will remain in place. 

Mr. Xuto told delegates that 
both the 1979 accord and its 
successor were aimed at meeting 
the needs of producers and con- 
sumers of natural rubber over the 
long term. 

Mr. Ahmad Farouk of 
Malaysia, speaking on behalf of 
producer., said producing nations 
considered that the 1979 pact had 


served the purpose for which it 
bad been created. He called for 
early ratification of the new 
accord in order “to avoid an 
undue gap between the old and 
the new.” 

Mr. Gerard Gmllonneau of 
France, speaking for consumers, 
agreed that the 1979 agreement 
had worked “relatively well.’* 
But as economic conditions had 
changed, consumers had been led 
to make proposals for improving 
its functioning, he added. The 


adoption of the new pact, he said, 
“attests to the importance of rub- 
ber and confidence in the rubber 
industry.” 

The two-week meeting, which 
began on March 9, was the fourth 
attempt to clinch a deal in nearly 
two years. The last round, of talks 
in October broke down over con- 
sumer demands for tighter con- 
trols of the buffer stock aimed at 
preventing a collapse similar to 
that of the international tin agree- 
ment. 


Mexico, banks sign $60b pact 


NEW YORK (AP) — Mexico 
signed a record-breaking finan- 
cial package Friday with its fore- 
ign commercial bank creditors 
covering $60 billion of its $100 
billion foreign debt. 

The package is the largest ever 
put together in the international 
credit markets and the first under 
tbe Baker initiative, said Mr. 
William Rhodes, the Citicorp 
vice president who represented 
the banks at the ceremony. 

Mexican Finance Minister Gus- 
tavo Petiidoli, who signed for 
Mexico, said the package “is die 
largest, most comprehensive and 
far-reaching effort in debt man- 
agement yet achieved for a 
sovereign borrower.’’ 


Mexico's foreign debt is the 
second largest In the Third World 
behind Brazil's $108 billion. 
Third World debt now totals ab- 
out $1 trillion. The Baker initia- 
tive is a plan proposed by U-S. 
Treasury Secretary James Baker 
to provide new funds for coun- 
tries that take measures to im- 
prove their economic perform- 
ance. 

The package indudes the res- 
tructuring of $43.7 billion of debt; 
a decrease in interest rates on 
$8.6 billion in new-money facili- 
ties signed in 1983 and 1984 and a 
1986-1987 in new-money facility 
totalling $6 billion, induding a SI 
billion cofinancing with the 
World Bank. 


Peanuts 



YOU 60 ON HOME NOW.. 
THE GOLF PRO WANTS 
TO TALK TO ME... 



YE5, SIR -MY P06 ANP 
HI5 TROOPS MARCHED 
THROUGH ALL EIGHTY 
OF YOUR SAND TKAP5. 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 


-JVIATfe IT MUTt Vt>U TAKE 
-n\AT WONDER DRUG THE 
DOC GAVE ME AND YOO 


Will peel ter r g Rg/- 


iVe beentaking 

THIS WONDERDRUG 
THREE DAYS NOW 
AND I STILL 
FEEL SICK/ 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



when willi > f ms working, 

FEEL BETTER? [ MUTT / tT& MAKING 
IS IT GOING TO [ you WONDER, , 

r ttJS 


“Being inactive has its benefits. I 
don’t have to worry about attracting 
any heat-seeking missiles!” 



Andy Capp 




90METIMES I THINK HPS NEVER 
GOING TD COME HOME It? ME “ 
ASAIN.7HEN ITHtNK HE WILL. IN 


EITHER CASE,, 
rrCALLSFOSl 


!U1H 

KBi 





THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orrtnary words. 



Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as suo- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumbte8: BOUND ABOVE GIGOLO MANIAC 

| Answer: When a business is started on a shoesttn, its 
owner sometimes ends up taking this — 

A GOOD LACING 












I 




Wbdd news 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY MA&CH: 


Aquino resents U.S. criticism; 
Ramos calls for military unity 


Italian general killed in 
new guerrilla upsurge 



MANILA (R) — Philippine President Corazon 
Aquino criticised a U.S. defence official Saturday for 
saying she had no concrete programme of fighting 
Communist rebels, and said he should check his 
facts first before talking . • \ 


“I really resent the fact that 
somebody like Mr. (Richard) 
Armitage should be saying things 
that are not entirely accurate. I 
don't think anybody should be 
saying that about another govern- 
ment,'' she told reporters. 

The Philippines News Agency 
said 104 people died and 71 were 
wounded in rebel attacks this 
week, making it the bloodiest this 
year in the government's anti- 
insurgency drive. 

Mrs. Aquino was commenting 
on statements by Mr. Armitage, 
the U.S. assistant secretary for 
defence, that Manila had faded to 
develop a comprehensive coun- 
ter-insurgency plan and that rebel 
strength had increased by nine 
per cent to 24,430 since Mis. 
Aquino came to power last year. 


He spoke during a Congres- 
sional Foreign Affairs Subcom- 
mittee hearing in Washington on 
Thursday. 

Mrs. Aquino said: '‘He (Armit- 
age) was saying that we are not 
addressing the issues properly 
and I have to disagree entirely 
with his supposition. May be he 
should have inquired further be- 
fore issuing a statement like 
that," she said. 

A group of middle-level milit- 
ary officers also said they “deeply 
resented” the U.S. official's 
.statements. 

Mrs. Aquino said soldiers loyal 
to deposed President Ferdinand 
Marcos could have been behind 
this week's Philippine Military 
Academy bombing which left 
four people dead. 


“We have to face the reality 
that there are some members of 
the military still loyal to Marcos 
... and they are still trying to 
destabilise the government," she 
told reporters. 

Mrs. Aquino is scheduled to 
address a graduation class Sunday 
at the academy in the northern 
resort dty of Baguio. 

More than 40 people were hurt 
in Wednesday's blast, which 
wrecked the parade grandstand 
from where Mis. Aquino was to 
have watched a march-past to 
mark Armed Forces Day. 

The Philippine News Agency 
said the military would be on full 
alert this weekend while Mrs. 
Aquino and the country's top 
military leaders were in Baguio. 

A military source described the 
action as “precautionary.'* 

Asked if she thought Marcos 
supporters were involved in the 
bombing, Mrs. jypiino said her 
predecessor was in power for 20 
years and “there was no known 
military group oppos ing him .'* 


She said it was not surprising 
that after aO those years there 
were still people in the govern- 
ment who supported Marcos and 
his armed forces chief, Fabian 
Ver. 

The Philippines’ military chief 
Saturday called for armed forces 
unity. 

Gen. Fidel Ramos made his 
call for unity in a speech to cadets 
at the Philippine Military, 
Academy. 

In his speech to the' cadets, 
Gen. Ramos said: “Once again 
each man and w oman in the r anks 
is called upon to set aside indi- 
vidual ambitions and personal 
comfort and to sacrifice narrower 
concerns so that the highest in- 
terest of our country can be 
served.” 

Denouncing the bombing as 
“senseless terrorism,” he said it 
“underlines the urgent need at 
tins time for the renewal in our 
hearts and by our actions of our 
pledge of loyalty to country and 
people.” 


Shultz: Aid cuts would Casey back in hospital 

vlnmnoo TT G WASHINGTON (R) — Former Mr. Casey was rel 

‘JdlUdciv U . v3 . IIlLCrCISliS Central Intelligence Agency the hospital Feb. 28. 
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ROME (AP) — Hundreds of 
policemen looking for the killer 
of an air force general searched 
the dwellings of terrorist suspects 
and sympathisers throughout 
Rome overnight, authorities said 
Saturday. 

Anti-terrorism police, in twos 
and threes, were seen around 
government buildings and key 
intersections. Police were also 
searching cars at roadblocks 
around Rome, the officials said. 
No arrests were reported. 

Gen. Lido Giorgieri, 61, was 
shot to death Friday evening as 
he rode in his car. He was killed 
by pistol fire from two men riding 
a motorcycle. An anonymous cal- 
ler d aimed a leftist group be- 
lieved linked to the terrorist Red 
Brigades was responsible. 

He was shot in Rome's Aurelia 
neighbourhood, a verdant section 
near the sprawling VDla Dona 
Pampluti park and about five 
kilometres from the historic heart 
of the capital. 

Gen. Giorgieri was an engineer 
in charge of buying and maintain- 
ing arms and aircraft, said Cm dr. 
Francesco Di Mento, a Defence 
Ministry spokesman. Italian 
newspapers said Saturday that he 
was known in military aides as 
"The Star Wars expert.” 


An autopsy showed that the 
general was shot five tunes — 
twice in the neck, twice in the left 
shoulder and once in left ear, 
police said. 

Premier-Designate Ginlio 
Andreotti, in a statement, conde- 
mned the assassination as “a bar- 
barous and evO act.” Interior 
Minister Oscar Luigi Scalfaro cal- 
led a meeting of top anti-terror- 
ism officials for later in the day to 
review the second terrorist attack 
in Rome in five weeks, claimed 
by leftwing terrorists. 

About an hour after Friday's 
attack, an anonymous woman 
caller told the Milan office of the 
Rome newspaper La RepubKca 
that the killing was die work of 
the Fighting Communist Union, 
the ANSA news agency reported. 
It said die group is believed a 
splinter group of the Red Bri- 
gades, which orchestrated a reign 
of tenor in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s. 

“This evening we took care of 
Lido Giorgieri, the top man in 
charge of constructing arms and 
air force and space armaments. A 
communique will follow. Fighting 
Communist Union," news media 
quoted the caller as saying. 

Gen. Giorgieri was dead on 
arrival at a hospital, police said. 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz, 
battling Congress over the fore- 
ign aid budget, has said that the. 
United 'States would shoot itself 
in die foot if it went ahead with 
expected cuts. 

“When the world prospers, we 
prosper. When the world has a 
bad time, we have a bad time,” 
he told a conference on interna- 
tional 'development issues. 

“We are in the process of 
shooting ourselves in the foot.” 

- Mr. Shultz said “a very drastic 
set of reductions” in the foreign 
aid budget from $23 billion in 
1985 to $17 billion this year 
meant Washington's ability to' 
help poor countries prosper was 
:at its lowest proportion of the 
federal budget for nearly 40 
>ears. 

- “We have cut back at a mo- 
ment of opportunity," he added, 
arguing the U.S. models of free- 
market economy and democratic 
government were being followed 
increasingly around the world. 

“You don't hear people saying 


any more that Communism is the 
way of the future, because it 
isn’t,” he said. 

“We’ve been dealt a w inning 
hand. What we need now is some 
chips to put out there on die table 
so we can play it.” 

Mr. Shultz has argued in Con- 
gress, where committees have 
said repeatedly aid money for the 
1988 financial year starting in 
October will have to be reduced 
to meet budget targets, that the 
only way the cuts could be made 
would be firing people. 

He has said between 20 and 25 
foreign mission would have to be 
closed because a large proportion 
of the aid budget, some $5 bil- 
lion, was earmarked for Israel 
and Egypt and could not be re- 
duced. 

“That means we have to 
squeeze the daylights out of ev- 
erything else. President Reagan 
has presented a tight, but work- 
able request, and the Congress is 
wharfring away at it,” he com- 
plained. 


Death toll in Venezuela 
poisoning rises to 13 


CARACAS (R) —The death toll 
at a Venezuelan old age home 
rose to 13 as doctors struggled to 
save 126 people hospitalised after 
drinking a home brew poisoned 
with a lethal pesticide, health 
officials said. 

The state news agency Venpres 
said 13 people had died since the 
poisoning Thursday at a party at a 
home for the elderly in San Cris- 
tobal, 840 kilometres west of 
Caracas. 
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“In this situation one has to be 
realistic. We expect more deaths, 
because these are elderly peo- 
ple,” said Health Minister Oto 
Hernandez Pieretti Friday. 

The 135 residents of the San 
Pablo home, ran by Catholic 
nuns, were celebrating the St. 
Joseph’s feast day Thursday with 
lunch and a fermented local brew 
called masato. 

Health Ministry officials said 
die masato contained a lethal 
level of parathion, a highly toxic 
agent used in Venezuela as a 
pesticide. 

Some of the residents suffered 
rp wsefl, vomiting and difficulty 
br eathin g. Three people died on 
the spot and the rest were taken 
to nearby hospitals. 

A quantity of the poison was 
on hand in the borne for killing 
insects. Police have not deter- 
mined whether the poisoning was 
deliberate or if the insecticide was 
present in the food as a result of 
recent fnmigation. 


GOREN BRIDGE 




BT CHARLES GOHEH 
AND OMAH SHABIF 

»19K TnauiM Media Services, tnc 


DEAR MR. GOREN: 


Q. — There's something I don't 
understand about the mathemat- 
ics of bridge. Suppose that yon 
hold the following card 
combination: 

DUMMY 

*Q63 

YOU 

4 A K 10 4 

Yon need four tricks from the 
suit. The odds favor a 4-2 break, 
so it would seem that, after cash- 
ing the king and queen, yon 
should finesse the 10 on the third 
round. However, the “Official 
Encyclopedia of Bridge'’ says 
that if both opponents follow, 
yon should play the ace next. 
Why is that?— West Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

A. — You are correct in your asser- 
tion that, a priori, the odds favor a 
4-3 split. However, the Encyclope- 
dia is correct when it says that, 
once both opponents have followed 
tu the second round of the suit, it is 
correct to play Tor the drop rather 
than the finesse. 

The reason therefor is that, 
when you lead the third round 
from dummy, ypu have already 
eliminated a number of holdings 
from those originally possible, In 
addition, when your right-hand op- 
ponent follows to the third round 
of the suit, your left-hand oppo- 
nent now has one more unknown- 
card than does his partner, there- 
fore. he has a greater chance to 
have the missing card in the suit. 


And a 3-3 split is more likely than 
finding your left-hand opponent 
specifically with a doubleton. 

All in all, there is not that much 
difference between the two lines. 
The drop is about a 2 percent bet- 
ter play than the finesse. 

Q. — My partner wants to nse the 
Gerber Convention in all circum- 
stances as oar ace-asldng con- 
vention. Is that wise? — A. R-, Ft. 
Worth, Texas 

A. — For those readers who do not 
know the convention, Gerber uses 
four clubs to ask for aces instead of 
fouc.rio trump. Most experts use it 
only as a jump bid over one no 
trump or two no trump. That al- 
lows them to keep four no trump as 
a natural bid, inviting partner to 
bid slam if he is at the top of his 
range for his no trump bid, or to 
pass if he is minimum. 

We strongly suggest that ‘you 
confine your use or Gerber to these 
cases- In too many auctions you 
need four clubs as a natural bid to 
help describe your hand. And then 
there are the cases where the bid is 
more useful as Staynian; for exam- 
ple, in the auction: 

Sooth West North East 

2 4 Pass 2 0 Pass 

3 NT Pass 4* 

If North has an unbalanced hand 
with a major suit, perhaps with 
slam interest, he needs to be able to 
find 1 out if thez%Jsji4-4 fit before 
he gets too high. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Former 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) Director W illiam Casey, 
who underwent brain surgery in 
December, has been readmitted 
to a Washington hospital, a 
spokesman has said. 

He said Mr. Casey was read- 
mitted to Georgetown University 
Hospital Last Friday for re-e valua- 
tion and was in stable condition 
but would give no further in- 
formation. 

A U.S. television network, 
CBS, said Casey had undergone 
further surgery after he had diffi- 
culty swallowing. 


Mr. Casey was released from 
the hospital Feb. 28, 10 weeks 
after being admitted for brain 
surgery. 

He had a brain seizure in his 
office on Dec. 15 and doctors 
subsequently removed a cancer- 
ous brain tumour. 

The last hospital report in 
February said be was recovering 

but had difficulty < pftalring r nnr! 

controlling the right side of his 
body. 

Mr. Casey resigned as CIA 
director on Jan. 29. Deputy 
Director Robert Gates is acting 
director. 


U.S. clears way for final 
installment of contra aid 


India arrests extremist 
suspected of train blast 


NEW DELHI (R) — A sus- 
pected T amil extremist was 
arrested Saturday in connection 
with a train bomb in g which lolled 
at least 32 people in tire south 
Indian state of Tamil Nadu, the 
Press Trust of India (PTI) news 
a gency reported. 

PTT said Pitchai Pfllai, 28, was 
arrested at a village about 20 
kilometres from where the train 
crashed last Sunday when a 
bridge was blown up. 

It said police found some ex- 
plosive devices in his possession 
and they were investigating 
whether be had any links with the 


extremist Tamil Nadu Freedom 
Army (TNFA). 

It said the TNFA was believed 
to have dose ties with the Com- 
munist Party of India (Marxist- 
Leninist) — a Maoist group. 

About 200 people were injured 
when two powerful explosions 
tore apart the track and sent the 
locomotive and eight coaches 
plunging into a dry river bed. The 
train was on its way to Madras 
from Tirudnrapalli. 

Earlier, investigators detained 
two men and questioned Sri 
Lankan Tamil militants in con- 
nection with the bombing. 


French protesters damage 
South African embassy 


PARIS (R) — Youths who 
stormed the South African 
embassy in Paris Friday night to 
protest at the jailing of a French- 
man in Ciskei caused damage 
estimated at more than half a 
million francs ($80,000), .the 
embassy said Saturday. 

Embassy spokesman Aubrey 
Morton told Reuters the youths 
smashed windows at the 12-year- 
old building on the left bank of 
the Seine, daubed slogans and 
damaged telephone and printing 
equipment in the entrance hall. 

“The room had been set up for 
a church service for the South 
African community on Sunday, 
and they smashed the chairs and 
the organ,” he said. 

A French Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said South' Africa had 
not contacted the French govern- 
ment about the storming of the 
mission and he therefore had no 


President turns down appeal 
by Greek church leaders 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — Presi- announced immediate grants of 
dent Christos Saitzetakis has re- monastery land to needy fanners 
jected an appeal by leading in defiance of the law's proposal 
Orthodox bishops against a plan- for their transfer to farm coopera- 
ned state takeover of church- fives, public sector companies 
owned property in Greece. and local authorities. 

After a two-hour meeting with - “The hierarchy considers the 
Archbishop Seraphim of Athens, government’s intervention in the 
primate of the Orthodox Church runmg of the church unconstitu- 
in Greece, and four senior tional and doesn't consider it a 
bishops, the head of state issued a matter for discussion,” Seraphim 
warning against “unlawful ac- said in a statement made after the 
dons” by the church. meeting with Mr. Sartzetakis. 

“Any doubt about the constitn- The Orthodox Church here en- 
tionahty of a law isn’t solved joys special status as the guardian 
through unlawful actions but of Eastern Orthodoxy, Greece's 
through recourse to the author- official religion. Parish priests are 
hies responsible," a presidency civil servants and Orthodox 
statement said. - bishops significantly influence 

The Orthodox Church of political and social life in the 
Greece is battling premier provinces. 

Andreas Papandreou’s Socialist The church acquired its huge 
government over a draft law that estates when Greece won inde- 
will empower laymen to admims- pendence in 1827 from Ottoman 
ter church estates valued at more Turkish rule. Despite surrender- 
than 130 billion drachmas ($1 mg more than three-quarters of 
billion). its holdings to the state in 1952, it 

Greece's 78 Orthodox bishops is still the country’s largest land- 
say they will boycott church ser- owner, 
vices _ and other celebrations The bishops say they are will- 
marking next Wednesday's mg to hand over around 140,000 
March 25 Independence Day hectares (350,000 acres) of forests 
holiday to protest the takeover and farmland belonging to the 
plan. country’s 470 Orthodox monas- 

The bishops also have teries- 


WASHOONGTON (AP) — The 
final installment of a $100-milHon 
aid package for Nicaragua’s con- 
tra rebels becomes available for 
spending this weekend, putting it 
out of reach of congressional 
opponents for all practical pur- 
poses. 

But the opponents say their 
chances of defeating Republican 
President Ronald Reagan's next 
contra-aid request are better. 
And their hopes were bolstered 
Friday by Democratic Senator 
San Nunn’s suggestion that his 
consistent support for such aid 
can no longer be counted on. 

I'm not locked into voting for 
the military programme in the 
fall,” Sen. Nunn, an influential 
senator on military issues, said in 
an interview with reporters. *Tm 
going to keep an open eye on it 
and see what the administration 
plans.” 

Sen. Nunn, who is chairman of 
the Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee, voted with the Reagan 
administration this wed: when 
die Senate narrowly defeated a 
Democratic effort to withhold the 


final $40-million installment on 
the contra aid package. 

But he said Friday that 
“numerous mistake s” have been 
made in the administration's 
efforts to use die contras to keep 
military pressure on the Sandinis- 

“^tirink^ you look back on it 
and started ail over on it, you’d 
have to ask real questions about 
whether this was the right way to 
go,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Senate minority 
leader Bob Dole said the passing 
of Friday night’s deadline for 
congressional disa pp roval of Mr. 
Reagan’s formal request for the 
$40 nrilKn n will mean an effort by 
opponents to place a moratorium 
on aid for the contras will become 
virtually meaningless. 

Legislation now bottled up by a 
Senate filibuster would give the 
administration six months to give 
an accounting of past aid money, 
including any funds diverted from 
Iranian arms sales or donated by 
other countries or private parties, 
and would cut off any further aid 
in the meantime. 


FDA approves 1st drug 
for AIDS treatment 


comment at the moment 

The demonstrators, responding 
to a call from the Communist 
youth movement were protesting 
at a four-year jail term imposed 
Friday in the nominally indepen- 
dent homeland of Ciskei against 
university lecturer Pierre- Andre 
Albertini, 27. 

Mr. Morton said between 300 
and 350 demonstrators entered 
the ground floor of the embassy 
after 8 p.m. and stayed for some 
two boms. Witnesses had put the 
number at about 200. 

The spokesman said experts 
were assessing the damage and 
the biD would be sent to the 
French Foreign Ministry, which is 
liable for the costs. 

■ In Pretoria Foreign Minister , 
Pik Botha condemned the inti- ! 
dent and called on the French 
government to protect the mis- 
sion against “v andalism -” 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — The 
U.S. Food and Drag Administra- 
tion (FDA) has approved the first 
drug for treatment of AIDS pa- 
tients in the United States, the 
Public Health Service said. 

The drag is AZT, or, azido thy- 
midine, ana will be marketed as 
Retrovir. It was developed by 
Burroughs Wellcome Co., the 
U.S. arm of Britain's Wellcome 
PLC. 

Because of limited supply, the 
FDA said the drag will be res- 
tricted initially to patients with 
AIDS or AIDS-related complex 
with severely depressed ability to 
fight off disease or with a history 
of pneumonia, diseases that often 
hit AIDS patients. 

The drug is not a cure for 
acquired immune deficiency syn- ■ 
drome, but has been shown in 
clinical trials to slow its progress. 
Approval had been expected. 

In research results released Fri- 
day Burroughs Wellcome said its 
trial tests indicated that 68 per 
cent of those treated “were able 
to continue or resume productive 
lives.” 

There were problems, howev- 
er. The results showed that 34 per 
cent of the patients receiving the 
drag suffered deterioration of 
their bone marrow, vital for die 
manu fa cture of white Mood cells 
to fight -infection. 

The announcement was made 
by the Public Helth Service, part 
of the federal agency, Health and 
Human Services. 

. The drag has already been 
approved for sale in Britain and 
France. 

Burroughs has said that it has 
adequate supplies of the drug for 
die seriously ill patients and will 
have supplies for 30,000 or more 
patients by the end of the year. 

The condition can be treated to 
an extent with blood transfusons 
but the complication m«ms that 
many AIDS victims will not be 
able to benefit from AZT. 

“Today's approval marks an 
important step but by no means a 
final victory in our ongoing war 
against AIDS,” Dr. Robert Win- 
dom, head of the U.S. Public 
Health Service, said in a state- 
ment. 

“Nevertheless, today’s action 
means that significant medical 
relief will be available to 
thousands of those afflicted with 


this dread disease,” he said. 

About 32,000 cases of acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS) have been diagnosed in 
the United States, About 14,000 
people are still living, the FDA 
said. 

The viral disease, to date in- 
variably fatal, destroys the im- 
mune system, leaving the body 
prey to bacteria, viruses and 
cancer. 

In the United States and 
Europe, homosexual and bisex- 
ual men, and intravenous drug 
users are the highest risk groups, 
although heterosexuals are at 
high risk in Africa. The virus is 
spread by sexual activity, blood 
products and contaminated nee- 
dles. 

Organisations representing 
AIDS patients sot tine govern- 


ment’s 


first anti- 


AIDS drug was a small step in the 
right direction, but emphasises 
that it was not a cure. 

They also expressed concern 
that many deserving patients 
would not be able to afford the 
new drug. 

“One of the frightening things 
is that because of the cost of the 
drug, it will offer some false hope 
for people who simply can’t 
afford the $8,000 to $10,000 a 
year that this drug will cost,” said 
Jeffrey Levi, executive director of 
the National Gay Task Force in 
Washington, D.C. 

Levi noted that some patients 
now receiving the drag free as 
pan of research programmes may 
suddenly find themselves forced 
to pay for it and may have to 
discontinue treatment. 

“People who take the drag are 
not going to have their immune 
deficiency go away,”- said Lawr- 
ence Kaplan, medical director of 
the AIDS clinic at San Francisco 
General Hospital, where AZT 
has been in use for some time. 

“They are going to continue to 
have problems with the usual 
complications of AIDS, though 
it’s possible that may occur at a 
slower rate,” he said. 

“It’s a small step in the right 
direction. This drag seems to 
have some demonstrated benefit 
in the short term, in terms of 
survival. But we have no idea 
what kind of benefit it has in the 
long term." ^ 


Monastery facing acute shortage of monks 

LONDON (R) — An ancient British elan d mona stery ' h a s a 
problem — an acute shortage of monks. Tte Chtg C Mt MPWWg 
on CaJdy Tsfend off die southern coast of Wales, where t oqi u wk 
orders have existed far 1,000 years, is 

tourists drawn by its famed chocolate and perfume. But with put 
nine monks left — the average age is 64 — S 

abbot, has told British television he feared the abbey cooW not 
exist much longer without recruits. “We're often fold were 
valuable... (visftoxs) want some thin g they can come back Wyotr 
after year,” he told the British Broadcasting Corporation (bbcj. 

Gropius cabinet sold in London 


LONDON (AP) — A mab 
German-bora architect Walter 


caMnet designed 
is in 2913 sold for 


ueauau-uuiu simuu** — .■ _ , 

(nearly $42,000) at Sotheby's, the auctioneers said. Fannftire tg 
Gropius is rarely seen in salerooms and a price over CDjOOO 
($31,800) had been estimated. The seller was not ™ 
purchaser was a European private buyer. The 6-foot ( 183-cm)tjui 
cabinet, in conservative style with bronze inlays and two doors, 
was tt ****** for Karl Hexzfeld in Hannover in 1913. It w^sra sharp 
contrast to the revolutionary innovations that Gropius was 
Tnalnng jg architecture at that time. In 1919, he founded me 
Bauhaus School of Design, which radically reorganis ed a rt and 
design studies in pre-Hitler Germany. Gropius left Gernranyin 
1934 and became a U.S. citizen. He died in Boston in 1969. 

French launches anti-pornography drive 

PARIS (AP) — The conservative government of Preinfer JacqMS 
Chirac has moved to restrict sales of 10 magazines, including the 
French editions of Penthouse, saying they are pornographic and a 
danger to youth. Under tee 1949 law invoked by Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua, the publications win not be banned, but may not 
be sold to children under 18. Six of them also would be forbidden 
f ro m ad v e rtisin g. In effect, the restrictions would mean foe 
magazines could no longer be distributed through normal 
rfiatmek to newstands ana kiosks in Paris and the provinces. 
“Applying thk law amounts to BHing the ma g a z i n es," Frank 
Tenot of Editions HHpacctu, said in an interview in the (holy 
Liberation. His company publishes four of the ma g azi n es 
affected, including Penthouse and Newlook. 

U.N. diplomats getting fewer tickets 

UNTIED NATIONS (R) —Parking violations'by U.N. delegates 
and foreign consular officials in New York dropped dramatically 
last year to 38,000, compared to about 65,000 in 1985, city 
haw arid . fWTfian Martin Sorensen, dty commissioner far 
the United Nations and the Consular Corps, said the decrease was 
even more remarkable when compared to the 153,784 parking 
violations recorded against the diplomatic community in 1978, 
when she took office. The decrease in violations comes despite a 
cut of 40 per cent since 1978 in parking spaces reserved for 
vehicles with diplomatic imm u n ity. Sorensen said few diplomatic 
offenders ever paid fines. The dty co m m is sion periodically warns 
missions and consulates with an especially bad record. Ghana led 
the list last year with an average of about 10 parking tickets per 
vehicle per month, but officials acknowledged that parking 
conditions near that nation’s mission are among the worst in the 
dty. Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Zimbabwe also received huge 
numbers of tickets. 

Evangelist group rocked by sex scandal 

CHARLOTTE (R). — A television Evangelist group was in 
disarray after its president admitted he paid $115,000 in blackmail 
to bide his extramarital affair with a 21-year-old secretary. Jim 
Bakker, president of the PTL Club which produces a nationally 
broadcast television show, resigned Thursday after admitting he 
had a sexual encounter seven years ago with a church secretary, 
Jessica Hahn. Bakker asked television Evangelist Jerry FalweU, 
founder of the Christian fundamentalist moral majority, to 
replace him at the helm of PTL, which stands for “Praise the 
Lord.” But one of FalwelFs first appointees to the PTL board, a 
Baptist minister who had agreed to take the job Thursday, backed 
out Friday. 

Dole campaign headquarters burglarised 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The national campaign headquarters of 
Senate Republican leader Robert Dole of Kansas, who is a likely 
presidential contender in 1988, and an adjacent office were 
burglarised, police has said. “We haven’t determined at this time 
if it was committed for monetary reasons, for taking office 
equipment and converting it to cash or if it could possibly have 
some kind of political overtones,” police spokesman Cape. 
William White HI said. 

Turkey bans National Geographic atlas 

ANKARA (R) — National Geographic magazine’s World Atlas 
appeared on the Turkish government’s latest list of banned 
works published Friday. The government announcement gave no 
.reason for the banning but atlasses are often proscribed in Turkey 
because they refer in historical maps to Armenia or Kurdistan. 
Turkey rejects demands from some nationalists for the establish- 
ment of separate Armenian or Kurdish states on its territory. 
Other publications on the list Friday included works about 
Communist thinkers Karl Marx and V.I. Lenin in German and 
Iranian propaganda in Farsi. A Turirish-language calendar from 
West Berlin was also on the list. 

Pakistan reports first AIDS death 

KARACHI, Pa ki st an (AP) — A Tanzanian seaman who died 
recently in a local hospital was the first victim to succumb to 
AIDS in Pakistan, according to a report. The. Associated Press of 
P akis t an , the semi-official national news agency, said Kudi 
Ibra him died from acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) 
at Karachi’s Aga Khan Hospital several weeks ago. 

Stallone denies divorce rumours 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Sylvester Stallone has said “vicious 
rumours” that he and his wife of 15 mouths. Actress Brigitte 
Nielsen, are seeking a divorce are totally false. *We couldn't be 
happier and more together,” Stallone said in a statement issued 
by his pubKcftr agent, Paul Bloch, apparently in response to 
recent pres reports about the couple. “We have never been 
separated since our marriage and we couldn’t be more in love ” 
Stallone, who intends to start filming Ram bo m in the United 
States in five or six weeks, married Nielsen in a private ceremony 
in Los Angeles on Dec. 15,1985. Nielsen, 17 years younger than 
the 40-year-old Stallone, wore white mink. 

Rolling Stones ‘may never play again’ 

LONDON (AP) — Bill Wyman, bass guitarist with the RoHina 
Stones, says the famous British rock group may never dJot 
together again because of disputes among the membere loan 
interview beamed across Europe on Music Box satellite television 
Thursday right, Wyman bfamed Mick Jagger, the five-man 
group's lead smger, for the final feud. “He’s the gnfltv one H# 

fomk everybody lifcs tohave success on their own but I think 

there are other ways of doing it, he said. “The time comes when 

all good things must pass If s just rare of those things. If s ari* 

we didn’t go out with a big bang instead of just a whnnr^T 

don’t know whether we wffl ever go back on 

depends on... Mick and (guitarist)1Seitii 

friendly again. Thafs the problem.” <‘ Klcnards J becoming 




